
Introduction to Phonics and Word Decoding for Early
Readers with Multilingual Support
Introduction

This lesson plan is designed to introduce 6-year-old students to the fundamental concepts
of phonics and word decoding, with a special focus on supporting English Language
Learners (ELLs) and English as a Second Language (ESL) students. The topic of phonics
and word decoding is crucial for early readers as it lays the groundwork for fluent reading
and comprehension skills. By incorporating multilingual support strategies, this lesson
aims to create an inclusive and engaging learning environment that caters to the diverse
needs of all students.



Lesson Overview
This lesson plan is aligned with the UK National Curriculum outcomes and assessment standards for
Primary school children, and supports the development of reading and writing skills. The lesson is
designed to be delivered over a period of 60 minutes, and includes a range of activities and resources
to support students' learning.

Lesson Objectives:

Recognize and identify phonemes and graphemes in simple words
Decode simple words by sounding out the individual phonemes and blending
them together
Apply phonics and word decoding skills to read simple sentences and identify the
words
Develop essential literacy skills that will benefit students throughout their
academic journey



Lesson Introduction (5 minutes)
Welcome students and introduce the topic of phonics and word decoding. Use a fun phonics-based
game or a read-aloud session of a popular children's book that incorporates phonics and word
decoding concepts to grab students' attention. Emphasize the importance of phonics and word
decoding in reading and writing, and ask students to share their prior knowledge and experiences with
reading and writing.

Example Introduction Activity

Use a phonics-based game such as "Phonics Bingo" to introduce students to the concept of
phonemes and graphemes. Provide students with a bingo card containing simple words that
incorporate phonemes and graphemes, and have them mark the words as they are called out.



Phonics Instruction (15 minutes)
Provide explicit instruction on the relationship between sounds and letters, using visual aids such as
pictures and diagrams to illustrate key concepts. Introduce the concept of phonemes and graphemes,
using simple language and examples that students can relate to. Use visual aids to support ELL and
ESL students, such as pictures and diagrams to illustrate the relationship between sounds and letters.

Phonics Instruction Strategies:

Use visual aids such as pictures and diagrams to illustrate key concepts
Provide explicit instruction on the relationship between sounds and letters
Use simple language and examples that students can relate to
Support ELL and ESL students with visual aids and simplified language



Word Decoding (15 minutes)
Introduce the concept of word decoding, using simple words that students can recognize and decode.
Provide explicit instruction on how to sound out words, using visual aids and examples to support
students. Use visual aids to support ELL and ESL students, such as pictures and diagrams to illustrate
the relationship between sounds and letters.

Example Word Decoding Activity

Use a word-building activity such as "Word Building" to introduce students to the concept of word
decoding. Provide students with magnetic letters or letter tiles, and have them build simple words
by sounding out the individual phonemes and blending them together.



Guided Practice (15 minutes)
Provide guided practice opportunities for students to apply their phonics and word decoding skills.
Distribute phonics-based worksheets or word-building exercises, and circulate around the room to
provide support and feedback. Encourage students to work in pairs or small groups, allowing them to
practice their language skills and receive support from their peers.

Guided Practice Strategies:

Provide phonics-based worksheets or word-building exercises
Circulate around the room to provide support and feedback
Encourage students to work in pairs or small groups
Support ELL and ESL students with visual aids and simplified language



Independent Practice (15 minutes)
Provide independent practice opportunities for students to apply their phonics and word decoding
skills. Distribute reading games or activities, such as a phonics-based scavenger hunt, and allow
students to work independently. Circulate around the room to provide support and feedback,
celebrating students' successes and providing support where needed.

Example Independent Practice Activity

Use a reading game such as "Phonics Scavenger Hunt" to provide students with independent
practice opportunities. Hide simple words around the classroom that incorporate phonemes and
graphemes, and have students find and decode the words.



Conclusion (5 minutes)
Review key concepts, using visual aids and examples to reinforce students' understanding. Provide
feedback and encouragement, celebrating students' successes and providing support where needed.
Ask students to reflect on their learning, using simple language and examples to help students identify
what they have learned. End the lesson with a read-aloud session of a popular children's book that
incorporates phonics and word decoding concepts, leaving students excited and motivated to continue
their literacy journey.

Conclusion Strategies:

Review key concepts using visual aids and examples
Provide feedback and encouragement
Ask students to reflect on their learning
End the lesson with a read-aloud session of a popular children's book



Assessment
Observe students during phonics and word decoding activities, noting their ability to decode words and
identify phonemes and graphemes. Use phonics-based worksheets or word-building exercises to
assess students' understanding of phonics and word decoding concepts. Collect and review students'
work, providing feedback and encouragement on their progress.

Assessment Strategies:

Observe students during phonics and word decoding activities
Use phonics-based worksheets or word-building exercises
Collect and review students' work
Provide feedback and encouragement on their progress



ELL/ESL Support Strategies
Use visual aids, such as pictures and diagrams, to support instruction and illustrate key concepts.
Provide opportunities for students to work in pairs or small groups, allowing them to practice their
language skills and receive support from their peers. Use simplified language and provide explicit
instructions to ensure that all students can follow along and participate fully. Offer one-to-one support
for students who require additional help, using visual aids and simplified language to support their
understanding.

ELL/ESL Support Strategies:

Use visual aids to support instruction and illustrate key concepts
Provide opportunities for students to work in pairs or small groups
Use simplified language and provide explicit instructions
Offer one-to-one support for students who require additional help



Cross-Curricular Links
The lesson plan is aligned with the UK National Curriculum outcomes and assessment standards for
Primary school children, and supports the development of reading and writing skills. The lesson also
incorporates multilingual support strategies, such as visual aids and simplified language, to support
ELL and ESL students. The lesson can be linked to other subjects, such as Modern Foreign
Languages (MFL) and ICT and Computing, to provide students with a comprehensive and integrated
learning experience.

Cross-Curricular Links:

English and Literacy: The lesson plan is aligned with the UK National Curriculum
outcomes and assessment standards for Primary school children, and supports
the development of reading and writing skills.
Modern Foreign Languages (MFL): The lesson plan incorporates multilingual
support strategies, such as visual aids and simplified language, to support ELL
and ESL students.
ICT and Computing: The lesson plan uses digital tools, such as phonics-based
apps and online games, to provide students with interactive and engaging
opportunities to practice their phonics and word decoding skills.



Group Activities
The lesson plan includes a range of group activities, such as phonics bingo, word building, and
reading relay, to provide students with opportunities to practice their phonics and word decoding skills
in a collaborative and engaging way. The activities are designed to support ELL and ESL students,
using visual aids and simplified language to ensure that all students can participate fully.

Group Activities:

Phonics Bingo: Students work in pairs to identify phonemes and graphemes in
simple words, using visual aids and simplified language to support their
understanding.
Word Building: Students work in small groups to build simple words using
magnetic letters or letter tiles, using visual aids and simplified language to
support their understanding.
Reading Relay: Students work in teams to read and decode simple sentences,
using visual aids and simplified language to support their understanding.



Digital Integration
The lesson plan incorporates digital tools, such as phonics-based apps and online games, to provide
students with interactive and engaging opportunities to practice their phonics and word decoding skills.
The digital tools are designed to support ELL and ESL students, using visual aids and simplified
language to ensure that all students can participate fully.

Digital Integration:

Phonics Games: Students use online phonics games, such as Phonics Hero or
Reading Bear, to practice their phonics and word decoding skills.
Word Building Apps: Students use apps, such as Word Building or Phonics
Studio, to practice building simple words using phonemes and graphemes.
Online Reading Resources: Students use online reading resources, such as
Oxford Owl or Reading A-Z, to practice reading and decoding simple texts.



Review and Reflection
The lesson plan includes opportunities for review and reflection, using formative assessment
strategies, such as quizzes or class discussions, to check students' understanding of phonics and
word decoding concepts. Students are also encouraged to reflect on their own learning, using self-
evaluation checklists or journals to identify areas of strength and weakness.

Review and Reflection:

Formative Assessment: The teacher uses formative assessment strategies, such
as quizzes or class discussions, to check students' understanding of phonics and
word decoding concepts.
Self-Evaluation: Students reflect on their own learning, using self-evaluation
checklists or journals to identify areas of strength and weakness.
Peer Assessment: Students work in pairs to assess each other's understanding
of phonics and word decoding concepts, using visual aids and simplified
language to support their understanding.



Homework
The lesson plan includes homework activities, such as phonics scavenger hunt and word building, to
provide students with opportunities to practice their phonics and word decoding skills at home. The
homework activities are designed to support ELL and ESL students, using visual aids and simplified
language to ensure that all students can participate fully.

Homework:

Phonics Scavenger Hunt: Students find and decode simple words at home, using
visual aids and simplified language to support their understanding.
Word Building: Students build simple words using magnetic letters or letter tiles,
using visual aids and simplified language to support their understanding.
Reading for Pleasure: Students read and decode simple texts at home, using
visual aids and simplified language to support their understanding.



Extension Activities
The lesson plan includes extension activities, such as phonics bingo and word chain, to provide
students with opportunities to practice their phonics and word decoding skills in a more challenging
and engaging way. The extension activities are designed to support ELL and ESL students, using
visual aids and simplified language to ensure that all students can participate fully.

Extension Activities:

Phonics Bingo: Students play a game of phonics bingo, using visual aids and
simplified language to support their understanding.
Word Chain: Students think of a word that starts with the last phoneme of the
previous word, using visual aids and simplified language to support their
understanding.
Phonics Storytelling: Students create a short story using words that incorporate
phonemes and graphemes, using visual aids and simplified language to support
their understanding.



Parent Engagement
The lesson plan includes opportunities for parent engagement, such as phonics workshops and
reading volunteers, to provide parents with information and resources to support their child's learning
at home. The parent engagement activities are designed to support ELL and ESL students, using
visual aids and simplified language to ensure that all parents can participate fully.

Parent Engagement:

Phonics Workshops: The teacher hosts a phonics workshop for parents,
providing them with information on the UK National Curriculum outcomes and
assessment standards for phonics and word decoding.
Reading Volunteers: Parents volunteer in the classroom, listening to students
read and providing feedback on their decoding skills.
Phonics Games: The teacher provides parents with a list of phonics games and
activities that they can play with their child at home, using visual aids and
simplified language to support their understanding.



Safety Considerations
The lesson plan includes safety considerations, such as arranging the classroom environment to
promote inclusivity and accessibility, and being aware of any potential allergies or medical conditions
that may affect students' participation in the lesson. The safety considerations are designed to support
ELL and ESL students, using visual aids and simplified language to ensure that all students can
participate fully.

Safety Considerations:

Arrange the classroom environment to promote inclusivity and accessibility
Be aware of any potential allergies or medical conditions that may affect
students' participation in the lesson
Establish clear rules and expectations for behavior, including respect for others'
languages and cultures



Advanced Concepts
As students progress in their phonics and word decoding journey, it is essential to introduce advanced concepts that will help
them become more proficient readers. One such concept is the use of prefixes and suffixes to decode unfamiliar words. Prefixes
and suffixes are morphemes that carry meaning and can be added to root words to create new words. For example, the prefix
"un-" means "not" or "opposite of," and the suffix "-able" means "can be done." By teaching students to recognize and decode
prefixes and suffixes, we can help them expand their vocabulary and improve their reading comprehension.

Example: Prefixes and Suffixes

Provide students with a list of words that include prefixes and suffixes, such as "unhappy," "unbreakable," and "unreadable."
Ask students to identify the prefix or suffix in each word and explain its meaning. Then, have students create their own words
by adding prefixes and suffixes to root words.



Phonics and Word Decoding in Context
While phonics and word decoding are essential skills for reading, it is also important to teach students how to apply these skills
in context. This means providing students with opportunities to read and decode words in sentences and passages, rather than
just in isolation. By doing so, students can develop a deeper understanding of how words work together to convey meaning and
can improve their reading comprehension.

Case Study: Phonics in Context

A study was conducted in a third-grade classroom to examine the effectiveness of teaching phonics and word
decoding in context. The results showed that students who received instruction in phonics and word decoding in
context demonstrated significant improvements in reading comprehension, compared to students who received
instruction in phonics and word decoding in isolation.



Assessment and Progress Monitoring
Assessment and progress monitoring are crucial components of any reading program. Teachers need to be able to assess
students' phonics and word decoding skills regularly to identify areas of strength and weakness and to inform instruction. There
are a variety of assessment tools available, including running records, phonics surveys, and standardized tests. Teachers can
also use progress monitoring tools, such as reading logs and progress charts, to track students' progress over time.

Assessment Tools:

Running records: A running record is a detailed record of a student's reading, including notes on
accuracy, fluency, and comprehension.
Phonics surveys: A phonics survey is a assessment tool that measures students' knowledge of phonics
patterns and skills.
Standardized tests: Standardized tests, such as the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills
(DIBELS), can be used to assess students' phonics and word decoding skills.



Intervention and Support
Some students may require additional support or intervention to master phonics and word decoding skills. Teachers can provide
intervention and support in a variety of ways, including small-group instruction, one-on-one tutoring, and technology-based
programs. It is essential to identify students who require intervention and support early, so that they can receive the help they
need to catch up with their peers.

Example: Intervention and Support

A teacher identifies a student who is struggling with phonics and word decoding skills. The teacher provides the student with
small-group instruction, focusing on the specific skills the student needs to master. The teacher also uses technology-based
programs, such as phonics games and activities, to provide the student with additional practice and support.



Conclusion
In conclusion, phonics and word decoding are essential skills for reading and are critical components of any reading program.
By teaching students phonics and word decoding skills, teachers can help them become proficient readers and improve their
reading comprehension. It is essential to provide students with a comprehensive and systematic phonics program, as well as
opportunities for practice and application. Teachers must also be able to assess and monitor students' progress, providing
intervention and support as needed.

Key Takeaways:

Phonics and word decoding are essential skills for reading.
A comprehensive and systematic phonics program is critical for teaching phonics and word decoding
skills.
Teachers must be able to assess and monitor students' progress, providing intervention and support as
needed.
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Glossary
The following terms are used in this document:

Phonics: The relationship between sounds and letters in an alphabet.
Word decoding: The ability to read and understand written words.
Morpheme: A unit of language that carries meaning.
Prefix: A morpheme that is added to the beginning of a word to change its meaning.
Suffix: A morpheme that is added to the end of a word to change its meaning.
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for students who require additional help, using visual aids and simplified language to support their
understanding.

ELL/ESL Support Strategies:

Use visual aids to support instruction and illustrate key concepts
Provide opportunities for students to work in pairs or small groups
Use simplified language and provide explicit instructions
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