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Short Vowel Sound Safari: Teaching Script

Topic: Short Vowel Sounds Discovery

Grade Level: Key Stage 1 (Ages 5-6)

Duration: 30 minutes

Prior Knowledge: Basic letter recognition

Key Skills: Phonemic awareness, sound recognition, auditory discrimination
Learning Objectives:

Accurately identify and produce short vowel sounds (a, €, i, 0, u)

Match pictures to corresponding short vowel sounds with 80% accuracy
Engage in multisensory phonemic awareness activities

Build confidence in sound manipulation

v Jungle-themed backdrop v/ Animal sound cards v Safari Explorer badges
v/ Sound buttons v/ Sorting mats v/ Magnetic letters
v’ Picture cards v/ Safari hat/vest

Pre-Lesson Setup (Before Students Arrive)

Room Organization:

o Create a clear carpet area for group activities
Set up jungle backdrop at student eye level

Arrange 5 sorting stations around the perimeter

Place materials in easily accessible locations

Test any audio equipment needed for songs



Common Learning Challenges:

Confusion between short and long vowel sounds

Difficulty isolating initial sounds

Mixing up similar-sounding vowels (e/i)

Limited attention span for sound activities

Opening Phase (0-5 minutes)

0:00-1:00

"Good morning explorers! Today we're going on an exciting adventure into the Sound Safari jungle!

Who's ready to discover some special sounds?”

[Put on safari hat with enthusiasm, demonstrate excitement]
1:00-2:30

"First, let's all make our explorer binoculars! Put your hands like this... Perfect! Now we're ready to

spot some amazing jungle sounds!”

[Students create hand binoculars and mirror teacher's excitement]
2:30-5:00

I “Let's learn our special Safari Explorer song! Stand up, explorers!"

Safari Song (Tune: "If You're Happy and You Know It")
We're on safari, looking round (make binoculars)
We're on safari, listening sound (cup ears)

We're on safari, that's what we do

Looking for some vowels, how about you?

We're on safari, join the crew! (march in place)



Vowel Sound Introduction (5-10 minutes)

5:00-6:00

"Explorers, I've discovered something amazing! Five special jungle animals are hiding in our safari,
and each one has a special sound to teach us!"

6:00-10:00

Animal Sound Sequence:

Introduce each animal with clear articulation and engaging actions:

1. I “Look! An ant! She makes the /a/ sound. Everyone pat your tummy and say /a/ like our ant!"

[Pat tummy while making short 'a' sound]

2.| "Oh my! A big elephant! He makes the /e/ sound. Point to your ears and say /e/ like our
elephant!”

[Point to ears while making short 'e' sound]

3. | "An iguana! She makes the /i/ sound. Wiggle your tail and say /i/ like our iguana!"

[Wiggle body while making short 'i' sound]

Support Strategies:

Use hand signals to support each sound

Provide individual practice opportunities

Use visual cues alongside sounds

Incorporate physical movement for engagement

Interactive Sound Practice (10-15 minutes)

10:00-11:00

“Now that we've met our jungle friends, let's play a special sound game! When | point to an animal,
we'll make their sound together."

Game Sequence:

o Start with whole group responses
e Move to small group turns
e Progress to individual practice



¢ [nclude movement between sounds

Challenge Options:

Speed up the sequence

Add corresponding CVC words
Create new animal actions

Lead peer demonstrations

Sound Sorting Safari (15-20 minutes)

15:00-16:00

"Explorers, we've discovered so many sounds! Now let's sort some jungle treasures into our special
sound baskets!"

Station Setup:

1. Create 5 sorting areas with animal markers
2. Distribute picture cards face-down

3. Assign explorer partners

4. Provide recording sheets

Group Rotations (3 minutes each):

Station 1: Ant's /a/ Adventure Sort pictures with short 'a' sound
Station 2: Elephant's /e/ Exhibition Match words to pictures

Station 3: Iguana's /i/ Investigation Sound button pressing activity
Station 4: Octopus's /o/ Observatory Magnetic letter building

Station 5: Umbrella Bird's /u/ Universe Picture-word matching game

Progress Monitoring:

o Check for correct sound identification
¢ Monitor sorting accuracy

* Note student engagement levels

+ Record collaborative skills



Guided Practice Activities (20-25 minutes)

1. Jungle Jump Game

Place five large leaf shapes on the floor, each representing a short vowel sound. Students jump to the
correct leaf when they hear a word.

Practice Words:

Short a: cat, map, hat, bag, rat

Short e: bed, pet, red, leg, web
Short i: pig, pin, fit, lip, dig

Short o: dog, log, pot, mop, fox

Short u: cup, bug, sun, rug, tub
2. Safari Sound Hunt

Students use magnifying glasses to hunt for hidden picture cards around the room, recording their
findings on safari journals.

Teacher Guidelines:

Hide pictures at student eye level

Include self-checking mechanisms

Provide scaffolded recording sheets

Encourage peer support



Consolidation and Assessment (25-30 minutes)

Quick Check Assessment

1. Individual Sound Recognition
o Show animal cards one at a time
o Students produce corresponding sounds
o Record accuracy on checklist
2. Picture-Sound Matching
o Display 5 pictures
o Students identify vowel sounds

o Note common misconceptions
Learning Indicators:

o Correctly identifies 4/5 short vowel sounds

* Matches pictures to sounds with 80% accuracy
» Participates actively in group activities

¢ Shows confidence in sound production

Safari Celebration

"Wonderful exploring today! Let's celebrate our discoveries with our Safari Success Song!"

Safari Success Song (Tune: "Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes")
A, E, I, O, U (point to each animal)

A E 1,0O,U

In the jungle we found sounds

Now we know what they're about

A E I O, U!



Extension Activities and Home Learning

Additional Learning Opportunities

1. Jungle Sound Center

Independent picture sorting

Sound recording station

Animal puppet theater

Magnetic letter building

2. Safari at Home

Picture hunt in magazines
Sound collection box

Family word game

Sound diary
3. Challenge Activities

o Create new animal actions
¢ Write simple CVC words

¢ Lead sound warm-ups

¢ Design sound cards

Teacher Reflection Points

Were all students engaged in the learning?
Which activities were most effective?

What adaptations were needed?

How can this lesson be improved?



Resource Appendix

Printable Materials

¢ Animal sound cards (5 sets)

¢ Picture sorting cards (25 cards)
¢ Student recording sheets

¢ Assessment checklists
 Home activity guides

» Station instruction cards

o Safari explorer badges

¢ Sound reference charts

Online Support Materials

Interactive sound board

Digital story animations

Practice game links

Parent resource portal

Adaptations for Different Learners

For Struggling Learners:

Reduced number of sounds

Additional visual supports

One-to-one guidance

Extended practice time
For Advanced Learners:

e Complex word combinations
¢ Leadership opportunities

¢ Independent projects

* Mentoring peers



Assessment & Closure (25-30 minutes)

25:00-28:00
I “Fantastic exploring today! Let's check what sounds we've discovered in our safari adventure!”

Quick Assessment:

¢ Show each animal card individually
» Students respond with corresponding sound
+ Note any students needing additional support

28:00-30:00

"You've been amazing Sound Safari explorers! Let's end with our goodbye safari chant!"

Goodbye explorers, what did we find? (cup ears)
Special sounds of every kind! (jazz hands)
A, E, I, O, U (point to each animal)
We'll explore more sounds with you! (wave goodbye)

Extension Activities:

e Sound Safari homework sheets

o Create animal sound books

¢ Practice with digital sound games
o Take-home sound cards



