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Introduction

Welcome to our digital literacy lesson, designed to introduce 7-year-old students to the fundamental
concepts of digital literacy, focusing on online safety, basic computer skills, and responsible internet usage.
In today's digital age, being proficient in using technology is crucial for future academic and professional
success. Moreover, understanding how to navigate the internet safely is essential for protecting children
from online threats.



. Developing Digital Literacy Skills for 7-Year-Olds:
.Q’ PL “TNavigating the Online World Safely and Effectively

Lesson Objectives

The learning objectives for this digital literacy lesson are designed to meet the US Common Core Standards
and cater to mixed ability differentiation, including foundation, core, and extension levels.

¢ Analyzing: Students will be able to analyze the basic parts of a computer and their functions,
identifying at least 3 components (monitor, keyboard, mouse) and explaining their uses.

¢ Evaluating: Students will evaluate the importance of online safety rules, discussing at least 2 reasons
why safety is crucial when using the internet.

¢ Creating: Students will create a simple digital poster or drawing that demonstrates their
understanding of digital literacy concepts, including at least 2 key terms.

¢ Applying: Students will apply digital literacy skills to navigate through a pre-selected, educational
website, completing at least 2 tasks (e.g., finding information, playing an educational game).



& PL \J | TDeveloping Digital Literacy Skills for 7-Year-Olds:

Navigating the Online World Safely and Effectively

Prior Knowledge

To ensure students are adequately prepared for the digital literacy lesson, it is essential to assess their prior
knowledge in the following areas:

1.

2.

Basic Computer Hardware: Students should be familiar with the basic parts of a computer, such as
the monitor, keyboard, and mouse.

Online Safety Basics: Students should understand the concept of online safety and basic rules, such
as not sharing personal information online.

. Basic Navigation Skills: Students should be able to navigate through a simple website or online

platform.

. Digital Citizenship: Students should understand the basics of digital citizenship, including respect for

others online and responsible technology use.
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Lesson Plan

The lesson plan is divided into five sections:

1. Introduction and Icebreaker (5 minutes)
2. Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

3. Guided Practice (15 minutes)

4. Independent Practice (15 minutes)

5. Conclusion and Assessment (10 minutes)
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Teaching Strategies

To cater to mixed ability differentiation, the following teaching strategies will be implemented:

1. Learning Centers: Set up learning centers that cater to different learning styles, such as a visual center
with diagrams and pictures, an auditory center with audio instructions, and a kinesthetic center with
hands-on activities.

2. Tiered Assignments: Offer tiered assignments that cater to different ability levels, such as a
foundation assignment that focuses on basic computer skills, a core assignment that explores digital
citizenship, and an extension assignment that requires online research and critical thinking.

3. Assistive Technology: Provide assistive technology, such as text-to-speech software, touchpads, and
mice with large buttons, to support students with physical or cognitive disabilities.

4. Visual Aids: Use visual aids, such as diagrams, pictures, and videos, to support students who are
visual learners.



. Developing Digital Literacy Skills for 7-Year-Olds:
.0, PL “TNavigating the Online World Safely and Effectively

Assessment and Evaluation

To assess students' understanding and skills, the following assessment and evaluation strategies will be
used:

1. Weekly Quizzes: Administer weekly quizzes that cover digital literacy topics taught during the week.

2. Peer Assessment: Have students assess each other's understanding of digital literacy concepts
through peer review activities.

3. Reflective Journals: Ask students to maintain a reflective journal where they write about what they
learned each week related to digital literacy.

4. Project-Based Assessments: Assign project-based assessments that require students to apply digital
literacy skills to real-world scenarios.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, teaching digital literacy skills to 7-year-old students is a vital part of their educational journey,
equipping them with the knowledge and skills necessary to navigate the digital world safely and effectively.
Throughout this lesson, students learned about the basics of computer hardware, how to navigate kid-
friendly websites, and essential online safety rules. The mixed ability differentiation strategies implemented
catered to the diverse needs of all students, from foundation to extension levels, promoting an inclusive
learning environment.



. Developing Digital Literacy Skills for 7-Year-Olds:
.Q, PL “TNavigating the Online World Safely and Effectively

Appendix A: Glossary of Digital Literacy Terms

e Algorithm: A set of instructions that a computer follows to solve a problem or complete a task.

e Browser: A software application that allows users to access and view websites on the internet.

¢ Cloud Computing: The practice of storing and processing data on remote servers accessed over the
internet.

e Cyberbullying: The use of technology to harass, intimidate, or bully others.

¢ Digital Citizenship: The practice of using technology in a responsible and respectful manner.
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Appendix B: List of Kid-Friendly Websites and Resources

¢ National Geographic Kids: A website that provides educational content and games for kids.

¢ PBSKids: A website that offers educational games, videos, and activities for kids.

e Scratch: A programming language and online community that allows kids to create their own games
and animations.

¢ Code.org: A website that provides coding tutorials and exercises for kids.

¢ Khan Academy Kids: A learning platform that offers educational content and activities for kids.
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Appendix C: Assistive Technology Options for Students with Disabilities

¢ Text-to-Speech Software: Software that converts text into spoken words, helping students with
reading difficulties.

e Touchpads: Devices that allow students to interact with computers using touch gestures.

¢ Mice with Large Buttons: Mice with large buttons that are easier to use for students with motor skill
difficulties.

¢ Speech-to-Text Software: Software that converts spoken words into text, helping students with writing
difficulties.

¢ Screen Readers: Software that reads aloud the content on a computer screen, helping students with
visual impairments.



