& PL NIT Introduction to Chinese Dynasties

Student Name:

Class:

Due Date:

Introduction

Welcome to our journey through the rich history of China! In this homework assignment, we will explore the

major Chinese dynasties in chronological order. With a history spanning over 3,000 years, China has been ruled
by numerous dynasties, each leaving its unique mark on the country's culture, politics, and traditions.



Timeline of Chinese Dynasties

Create a timeline of the major Chinese dynasties, including:

 Xia Dynasty (2100 BCE - 1600 BCE): The first dynasty of China, known for its mythical origins and the
introduction of the concept of the Mandate of Heaven.

» Shang Dynasty (1600 BCE - 1046 BCE): A Bronze Age dynasty that saw the development of a writing
system, bureaucracy, and the use of oracle bones.

e Zhou Dynasty (1046 BCE - 256 BCE): A dynasty that introduced the concept of feudalism and the use of
iron tools.

¢ Qin Dynasty (221 BCE - 206 BCE): A short-lived but influential dynasty that unified China's various warring
states and introduced the use of a standardized system of writing, currency, and measurement.

» Han Dynasty (206 BCE - 220 CE): A golden age of Chinese culture, marked by significant advancements in
science, technology, and the arts.

¢ Ming Dynasty (1368 CE - 1644 CE): A dynasty that saw the construction of the Great Wall and the
Forbidden City, as well as the development of a strong and centralized government.

¢ Qing Dynasty (1644 CE - 1912 CE): The last imperial dynasty of China, marked by a period of significant
cultural and economic growth, as well as the introduction of Western influences.

Sequence the dynasties in chronological order on the timeline, using pictures or symbols to represent each
dynasty.



Dynasty Questions

Answer the following questions related to each dynasty:

1. What were the major achievements of the Xia Dynasty?

2. How did the Shang Dynasty contribute to the development of Chinese writing?

3. What were the key characteristics of the Zhou Dynasty's feudal system?

4. What were the significant accomplishments of the Qin Dynasty?

5. How did the Han Dynasty contribute to the development of science and technology in China?

6. What were the major cultural achievements of the Ming Dynasty?

7. How did the Qing Dynasty interact with Western powers?






Test your understanding of the Chinese dynasties by completing the following quiz:

1. Which dynasty was the first to unify China's warring states?
o a) Qin Dynasty
o b) Han Dynasty
o ¢) Ming Dynasty
o d) Qing Dynasty

2. Which dynasty saw the construction of the Great Wall and the Forbidden City?
o a) Qin Dynasty
o b) Han Dynasty
o c¢) Ming Dynasty
o d) Qing Dynasty

3. Which dynasty was marked by significant advancements in science, technology, and the arts?
o a) Xia Dynasty
o b) Shang Dynasty
o ¢) Zhou Dynasty
o d) Han Dynasty



Reflection and Extension

Reflect on what you have learned about the Chinese dynasties and think about their significance in world
history. Consider the following questions:

¢ How have the Chinese dynasties influenced the world today?
¢ What can we learn from the achievements and mistakes of the Chinese dynasties?

For advanced learners, complete one of the following extension activities:

1. Research and create a short presentation about a specific Chinese dynasty, exploring its culture, politics,
and traditions.

2. Imagine you are a time traveler visiting ancient China during one of the dynasties. Write a journal entry
describing your experiences and observations.

3. Create a diagram or model of the Forbidden City, highlighting its significance during the Ming Dynasty.



Conclusion and Assessment

Congratulations on completing this homework assignment! To assess your understanding, review the following
success criteria:

¢ Accurately sequenced the Chinese dynasties in chronological order on the timeline.

¢ Answered all questions related to each dynasty.

e Completed the quiz to test your understanding of the dynasties.

¢ Reflected on what you have learned and thought about the significance of the Chinese dynasties in world
history.

Parent/Guardian Notes:

e Encourage your child to use a variety of sources, including textbooks, online resources, and educational
videos, to research the Chinese dynasties.

e Help your child create a timeline, using pictures or symbols to represent each dynasty.

¢ Assist your child in answering questions related to each dynasty, using guiding questions to prompt
critical thinking.

e Encourage your child to think creatively and make connections between the Chinese dynasties and their
impact on the world today.



Additional Resources

For further learning, explore the following resources:

¢ Books: "The Cambridge History of China" and "A History of China" by John King Fairbank
¢ Documentaries: "The Story of China" and "China: A Century of Revolution”
¢ Online resources: The British Museum's China collection and the Metropolitan Museum of Art's Chinese

art collection



Define the following terms:

Mandate of Heaven
Feudalism

Oracle bones

Standardized system of writing, currency, and measurement



Bibliography

List the sources used in this homework assignment:

¢ Textbooks: "The Cambridge History of China" and "A History of China" by John King Fairbank

¢ Online resources: The British Museum's China collection and the Metropolitan Museum of Art's Chinese
art collection

e Documentaries: "The Story of China" and "China: A Century of Revolution"



Index

Create an index of key terms and concepts:

¢ Xia Dynasty

¢ Shang Dynasty
e Zhou Dynasty
e Qin Dynasty

¢ Han Dynasty

¢ Ming Dynasty
¢ Qing Dynasty



