
Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Introduction

Welcome to the lesson on Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart. This lesson plan is designed
to introduce 15-year-old students to the concept of characterisation in Chinua Achebe's novel, Things Fall
Apart. The focus will be on understanding the importance of character analysis in grasping the novel's
themes, plot, and historical context. By incorporating digital learning tools and resources, students will
engage with the material in an interactive and immersive way, developing their critical thinking and literary
analysis skills.

Lesson Overview

This lesson plan is divided into several sections, each with specific objectives, activities, and engagement
strategies. The lesson will commence with an introduction to characterisation, followed by a detailed analysis
of the major characters in the novel. Students will then participate in guided and independent practice
activities, using digital tools to support their learning.



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Lesson Objectives

The learning objectives for this lesson are:

Analyse: Students will be able to analyse the character traits and relationships of major characters in Things
Fall Apart, using evidence from the text to support their claims.

Evaluate: Students will be able to evaluate the significance of characterisation in understanding the novel's
themes and plot, using digital tools to support their evaluation.

Create: Students will be able to create a character map or diagram, using digital tools to illustrate the
relationships and traits of major characters in the novel.

Apply: Students will be able to apply their understanding of characterisation to make inferences about the
novel's themes and plot, using digital annotation tools to support their analysis.

Importance of Characterisation

Characterisation is a crucial aspect of literature, as it allows readers to understand the motivations, actions,
and relationships of characters within a novel. In Things Fall Apart, characterisation plays a significant role in
shaping the plot, themes, and reader's emotional response. By analysing the characters in the novel,
students will gain a deeper understanding of the historical context, cultural significance, and literary merit of
the text.



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Lesson Introduction

The lesson introduction will commence with a hook to engage students and stimulate their interest in the
topic. The teacher will ask students to consider how characters in literature can influence their understanding
of the story and its themes. This will be followed by a brief overview of the lesson's objectives, outcomes, and
activities. The importance of characterisation in literature will be highlighted, with reference to its role in
shaping the plot, themes, and reader's emotional response.

Teaching Script

The 30-minute lesson will be divided into six key sections, each with specific objectives, activities, and
engagement strategies. The teaching script will be as follows:

Minutes 1-5: Introduction and Hook

Minutes 6-10: Direct Instruction

Minutes 11-15: Guided Practice

Minutes 16-20: Independent Practice

Minutes 21-25: Collaboration and Discussion

Minutes 26-30: Conclusion and Reflection



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Guided Practice

The guided practice section will consist of 5 teacher-led activities, each designed to scaffold students'
understanding of characterisation in Things Fall Apart. The activities will be as follows:

1. Character Trait Identification: Students will work in pairs to identify and analyse the traits of major
characters in the novel.

2. Character Relationship Mapping: Students will use a digital mind mapping tool to create a visual
representation of the relationships between characters in the novel.

3. Character Analysis through Multimedia: Students will evaluate the strengths and limitations of
multimedia resources, such as videos and podcasts, in analysing characters in the novel.

4. Characterisation and Theme Connection: Students will work in pairs to analyse how characterisation
contributes to the development of themes in the novel.

5. Characterisation and Historical Context: Students will work in small groups to analyse how the
historical context of the novel informs our understanding of the characters and their motivations.

Digital Tools and Resources

The following digital tools and resources will be used to support student learning:

Digital mind mapping tools

Multimedia resources (videos, podcasts, etc.)

Digital annotation tools

Online character maps and diagrams



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Independent Practice

The independent practice section will consist of 4 differentiated activities, each designed to cater to different
learning styles and abilities.

1. Beginner Activity: Character Trait Matching

2. Intermediate Activity: Character Analysis Essay

3. Advanced Activity: Characterisation and Symbolism

4. Extension Activity: Characterisation and Cultural Context

Assessment and Evaluation

Student understanding will be assessed through a combination of formative and summative assessments,
including:

Class discussions and participation

Guided and independent practice activities

Character maps and diagrams

Written reflections and self-assessments



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Conclusion

In conclusion, the introduction to characterisation in Things Fall Apart is a crucial aspect of understanding the
novel and its significance. Through the use of digital learning tools and resources, students can engage with
the material in a more interactive and immersive way, developing their critical thinking and literary analysis
skills. The lesson has provided a comprehensive introduction to characterisation, equipping students with the
skills to analyse characters' roles, motivations, and relationships within the novel.

Future Lessons

Future lessons will build on the skills and knowledge introduced in this lesson, exploring themes, plot, and
historical context in greater depth. Students will continue to develop their critical thinking and literary analysis
skills, applying their understanding of characterisation to make inferences about the novel's themes and plot.



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Digital Integration

The following digital tools and resources will be used to support student learning:

Digital mind mapping tools

Multimedia resources (videos, podcasts, etc.)

Digital annotation tools

Online character maps and diagrams

Digital Citizenship

Students will be expected to demonstrate digital citizenship skills, including:

Responsible use of technology

Online safety and etiquette

Collaboration and communication



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Assessment and Evaluation

Student understanding will be assessed through a combination of formative and summative assessments,
including:

Class discussions and participation

Guided and independent practice activities

Character maps and diagrams

Written reflections and self-assessments

Rubrics and Criteria

Assessment rubrics and criteria will be used to evaluate student understanding, including:

Character analysis and identification

Theme connection and development

Historical context and cultural significance

Digital citizenship and responsible use of technology



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Extension Activities

The following extension activities can be used to further develop students' critical thinking and literary
analysis skills:

Creative writing: students can write a short story or poem inspired by the novel

Debates: students can participate in debates on topics related to the novel, such as cultural identity or
colonialism

Role-plays: students can participate in role-plays to explore the characters and their relationships

Differentiation and Support

Accommodations and modifications will be made to support students with diverse learning needs, including:

Visual aids and multimedia resources

Graphic organizers and templates

One-on-one support and scaffolding



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Conclusion and Reflection

In conclusion, the introduction to characterisation in Things Fall Apart is a crucial aspect of understanding the
novel and its significance. Through the use of digital learning tools and resources, students can engage with
the material in a more interactive and immersive way, developing their critical thinking and literary analysis
skills.

Teacher Reflection

Teachers will reflect on the effectiveness of the lesson, including:

Student engagement and participation

Student understanding and achievement

Use of digital tools and resources

Accommodations and modifications for diverse learners



Advanced Concepts

As students progress in their understanding of characterisation, they can explore more advanced concepts,
such as the role of minor characters, the impact of setting on character development, and the use of symbolism
and foreshadowing. These concepts can be introduced through a combination of direct instruction, guided
practice, and independent practice activities.

Example: Minor Characters

Minor characters, such as Ikemefuna and Ekwefi, play a significant role in the novel, revealing aspects of the
main characters' personalities and motivations. Students can analyse the interactions between minor and major
characters to deepen their understanding of the novel's themes and plot.

Characterisation and Theme

Characterisation is closely tied to the development of themes in the novel. Students can explore how the
characters' experiences, motivations, and relationships illuminate the novel's central themes, such as cultural
identity, colonialism, and the struggle between tradition and change.

Case Study: Okonkwo's Struggle

Okonkwo's struggle to maintain his cultural identity in the face of colonialism is a powerful example of the novel's
exploration of theme. Students can analyse how Okonkwo's characterisation reveals the tensions between
traditional Igbo culture and the influence of British colonialism.

Historical Context and Cultural Significance

The historical context of the novel is crucial to understanding the characters and their experiences. Students can
explore the impact of British colonialism on Igbo culture and society, and how this context informs the novel's
themes and characterisation.

Historical Context

The novel is set in the late 19th century, a time of significant change and upheaval in Nigeria. The British
colonization of Nigeria had a profound impact on Igbo culture and society, leading to the erosion of traditional
practices and the imposition of Western values.

Digital Tools and Resources

A range of digital tools and resources can be used to support student learning, including online character maps,
multimedia resources, and digital annotation tools. These tools can facilitate student engagement, collaboration,
and critical thinking, while also providing opportunities for differentiation and support.

Example: Digital Character Maps

Digital character maps can be used to create interactive and visual representations of the characters and their
relationships. Students can use online tools to create character maps, adding notes, images, and multimedia
resources to deepen their understanding of the novel.

Assessment and Evaluation

Student understanding can be assessed through a range of formative and summative assessments, including
class discussions, written reflections, and multimedia presentations. Teachers can use rubrics and criteria to
evaluate student understanding, providing feedback and guidance to support student learning.



Assessment Rubric

The assessment rubric will evaluate student understanding of characterisation, theme, and historical context,
as well as their ability to analyse and interpret the novel. The rubric will include criteria such as character
analysis, theme development, and use of textual evidence.

Conclusion and Reflection

In conclusion, the study of characterisation in Things Fall Apart is a rich and complex topic, offering insights into
the novel's themes, plot, and historical context. Through the use of digital tools and resources, students can
engage with the material in a more interactive and immersive way, developing their critical thinking and literary
analysis skills.

Case Study: Student Reflection

Students can reflect on their own learning, considering how their understanding of characterisation has
deepened their appreciation of the novel. This reflection can be facilitated through written reflections, class
discussions, or multimedia presentations.

Extension Activities

A range of extension activities can be used to further develop student understanding, including creative writing,
debates, and role-plays. These activities can provide opportunities for differentiation and support, while also
facilitating student engagement and motivation.

Example: Creative Writing

Students can write a short story or poem inspired by the novel, using characterisation and theme to explore the
complexities of the human experience. This activity can be facilitated through writing workshops, peer feedback,
and self-assessment.

Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
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Welcome to the lesson on Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart. This lesson plan is designed
to introduce 15-year-old students to the concept of characterisation in Chinua Achebe's novel, Things Fall
Apart. The focus will be on understanding the importance of character analysis in grasping the novel's
themes, plot, and historical context. By incorporating digital learning tools and resources, students will
engage with the material in an interactive and immersive way, developing their critical thinking and literary
analysis skills.
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of the major characters in the novel. Students will then participate in guided and independent practice
activities, using digital tools to support their learning.



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Lesson Objectives

The learning objectives for this lesson are:

Analyse: Students will be able to analyse the character traits and relationships of major characters in Things
Fall Apart, using evidence from the text to support their claims.

Evaluate: Students will be able to evaluate the significance of characterisation in understanding the novel's
themes and plot, using digital tools to support their evaluation.

Create: Students will be able to create a character map or diagram, using digital tools to illustrate the
relationships and traits of major characters in the novel.

Apply: Students will be able to apply their understanding of characterisation to make inferences about the
novel's themes and plot, using digital annotation tools to support their analysis.
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Characterisation is a crucial aspect of literature, as it allows readers to understand the motivations, actions,
and relationships of characters within a novel. In Things Fall Apart, characterisation plays a significant role in
shaping the plot, themes, and reader's emotional response. By analysing the characters in the novel,
students will gain a deeper understanding of the historical context, cultural significance, and literary merit of
the text.
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of the story and its themes. This will be followed by a brief overview of the lesson's objectives, outcomes, and
activities. The importance of characterisation in literature will be highlighted, with reference to its role in
shaping the plot, themes, and reader's emotional response.

Teaching Script

The 30-minute lesson will be divided into six key sections, each with specific objectives, activities, and
engagement strategies. The teaching script will be as follows:
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Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Guided Practice

The guided practice section will consist of 5 teacher-led activities, each designed to scaffold students'
understanding of characterisation in Things Fall Apart. The activities will be as follows:

1. Character Trait Identification: Students will work in pairs to identify and analyse the traits of major
characters in the novel.

2. Character Relationship Mapping: Students will use a digital mind mapping tool to create a visual
representation of the relationships between characters in the novel.

3. Character Analysis through Multimedia: Students will evaluate the strengths and limitations of
multimedia resources, such as videos and podcasts, in analysing characters in the novel.

4. Characterisation and Theme Connection: Students will work in pairs to analyse how characterisation
contributes to the development of themes in the novel.

5. Characterisation and Historical Context: Students will work in small groups to analyse how the
historical context of the novel informs our understanding of the characters and their motivations.

Digital Tools and Resources

The following digital tools and resources will be used to support student learning:

Digital mind mapping tools

Multimedia resources (videos, podcasts, etc.)

Digital annotation tools

Online character maps and diagrams



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Independent Practice

The independent practice section will consist of 4 differentiated activities, each designed to cater to different
learning styles and abilities.

1. Beginner Activity: Character Trait Matching

2. Intermediate Activity: Character Analysis Essay

3. Advanced Activity: Characterisation and Symbolism

4. Extension Activity: Characterisation and Cultural Context

Assessment and Evaluation

Student understanding will be assessed through a combination of formative and summative assessments,
including:

Class discussions and participation

Guided and independent practice activities

Character maps and diagrams

Written reflections and self-assessments



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Conclusion

In conclusion, the introduction to characterisation in Things Fall Apart is a crucial aspect of understanding the
novel and its significance. Through the use of digital learning tools and resources, students can engage with
the material in a more interactive and immersive way, developing their critical thinking and literary analysis
skills.

Future Lessons

Future lessons will build on the skills and knowledge introduced in this lesson, exploring themes, plot, and
historical context in greater depth. Students will continue to develop their critical thinking and literary analysis
skills, applying their understanding of characterisation to make inferences about the novel's themes and plot.



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Digital Integration

The following digital tools and resources will be used to support student learning:

Digital mind mapping tools

Multimedia resources (videos, podcasts, etc.)

Digital annotation tools

Online character maps and diagrams

Digital Citizenship

Students will be expected to demonstrate digital citizenship skills, including:

Responsible use of technology

Online safety and etiquette

Collaboration and communication



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Assessment and Evaluation

Student understanding will be assessed through a combination of formative and summative assessments,
including:

Class discussions and participation

Guided and independent practice activities

Character maps and diagrams

Written reflections and self-assessments

Rubrics and Criteria

Assessment rubrics and criteria will be used to evaluate student understanding, including:

Character analysis and identification

Theme connection and development

Historical context and cultural significance

Digital citizenship and responsible use of technology



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Extension Activities

The following extension activities can be used to further develop students' critical thinking and literary
analysis skills:

Creative writing: students can write a short story or poem inspired by the novel

Debates: students can participate in debates on topics related to the novel, such as cultural identity or
colonialism

Role-plays: students can participate in role-plays to explore the characters and their relationships

Differentiation and Support

Accommodations and modifications will be made to support students with diverse learning needs, including:

Visual aids and multimedia resources

Graphic organizers and templates

One-on-one support and scaffolding



Introduction to Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
Conclusion and Reflection

In conclusion, the introduction to characterisation in Things Fall Apart is a crucial aspect of understanding the
novel and its significance. Through the use of digital learning tools and resources, students can engage with
the material in a more interactive and immersive way, developing their critical thinking and literary analysis
skills.

Teacher Reflection

Teachers will reflect on the effectiveness of the lesson, including:

Student engagement and participation

Student understanding and achievement

Use of digital tools and resources

Accommodations and modifications for diverse learners


