
Marine Ecosystem Conservation: SDG 14 Worksheet

Learning Objectives: - Understand marine ecosystem complexities - Analyze human impact on marine
environments - Develop critical thinking about marine conservation - Create personal environmental
action strategies

Section 1: Marine Ecosystem Mapping Challenge (20 minutes)

Scientific Context: Turkey's coastal regions represent a unique marine biodiversity hotspot, spanning
the Mediterranean, Aegean, and Black Sea ecosystems.

Detailed Mapping Instructions: 1. Use the provided blank map of Turkish coastal regions 2. Color-code and
annotate marine habitats 3. Identify ecological zones and species distribution

Mapping Criteria: - Mediterranean Marine Habitats Identification - Black Sea Ecological Zone Mapping
- Endangered Species Location Marking - Human Environmental Impact Zones

Marine Biodiversity Analysis Questions: a) List 3 unique marine species found in Turkish waters b)
Identify 2 major threats to marine life in each coastal region c) Explain how geographical features
impact marine ecosystem diversity

Section 2: Microplastic Impact Investigation (20 minutes)

Research Focus: Microplastic contamination represents a critical threat to marine ecosystems, with
significant implications for biodiversity and human health.

Experimental Materials: - Clear glass container - Water samples - Microplastic simulation kit -
Magnifying glass - Detailed recording worksheet

Experimental Protocol: 1. Create a miniature marine ecosystem model 2. Introduce controlled microplastic
quantities 3. Observe and document ecosystem changes 4. Record potential impacts on marine life

Research Investigation Questions: a) Mechanism of microplastic entry into marine food chains b) Long-
term consequences of microplastic contamination c) Estimated microplastic concentration calculation



Section 3: Marine Ecosystem Resilience Analysis (25 minutes)

Climate Change Context: Marine ecosystems demonstrate complex adaptive mechanisms in
response to environmental transformations, with critical implications for global biodiversity
preservation.

Ecosystem Resilience Assessment Framework: - Coral Reef Adaptation Mechanisms - Marine
Species Migration Patterns - Ecosystem Recovery Potential - Anthropogenic Stress Indicators

Comprehensive Analysis Guidelines: 1. Examine ecosystem response mechanisms 2. Quantify adaptive
capacity 3. Develop predictive environmental models 4. Create resilience intervention strategies

Resilience Investigation Prompts: a) Describe three primary marine ecosystem adaptation strategies b)
Analyze potential long-term climate change impacts c) Propose innovative conservation intervention
methods

Section 4: Sustainable Fisheries Management Simulation (30 minutes)

Economic-Ecological Integration: Sustainable fisheries management represents a critical intersection
between environmental conservation and economic sustainability.

Simulation Resources: - Fisheries Management Decision Matrix - Population Dynamics Tracking
Worksheet - Economic Impact Assessment Tools - Sustainable Quota Calculation Templates

Simulation Protocol: 1. Analyze current fishing practices 2. Model sustainable harvesting scenarios 3.
Calculate ecological and economic trade-offs 4. Develop comprehensive management recommendations

Strategic Management Questions: a) Calculate sustainable fish population quotas b) Design
ecosystem-preserving fishing regulations c) Evaluate economic implications of conservation strategies



Section 5: Marine Biodiversity Conservation Technology Workshop (35 minutes)

Technological Innovation: Emerging conservation technologies provide unprecedented opportunities
for marine ecosystem monitoring and preservation.

Technological Intervention Domains: - Drone-Based Marine Monitoring - Satellite Ecosystem Tracking
- AI-Driven Species Identification - Underwater Acoustic Monitoring Systems

Technology Integration Strategy: 1. Explore cutting-edge conservation technologies 2. Assess technological
intervention effectiveness 3. Design innovative monitoring protocols 4. Develop technology implementation
proposals

Technological Innovation Challenges: a) Describe three emerging marine conservation technologies b)
Analyze technological intervention limitations c) Propose novel technological solutions for ecosystem
monitoring

Section 6: Global Marine Policy and Governance Analysis (25 minutes)

International Cooperation Framework: Effective marine conservation requires coordinated global
governance and multilateral environmental agreements.

Policy Analysis Components: - United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 14 - International
Maritime Regulations - Marine Protected Area Governance - Transboundary Conservation Agreements

Policy Evaluation Methodology: 1. Analyze existing international marine conservation policies 2. Identify
policy implementation challenges 3. Develop collaborative governance recommendations 4. Create multi-
stakeholder engagement strategies

Policy Governance Investigation: a) Compare international marine conservation approaches b) Evaluate
effectiveness of current global policies c) Propose innovative governance mechanisms



Section 7: Personal Environmental Action Planning (40 minutes)

Individual Empowerment: Personal actions and behavioral modifications can significantly contribute
to marine ecosystem conservation efforts.

Action Planning Framework: - Personal Carbon Footprint Reduction - Sustainable Consumption
Strategies - Community Engagement Initiatives - Local Environmental Advocacy

Comprehensive Action Planning Process: 1. Conduct personal environmental impact assessment 2. Develop
targeted intervention strategies 3. Create measurable conservation commitments 4. Design community
engagement mechanisms

Personal Conservation Commitment Development: a) Design a comprehensive personal marine
conservation action plan b) Identify three immediate behavioral modifications c) Create a long-term
environmental stewardship strategy

Final Workshop Outcomes: - Enhanced understanding of marine ecosystem complexities - Developed
critical analytical skills - Created actionable conservation strategies - Established personal environmental
responsibility framework
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