
Introduction to World War 2 History and Key Players

Welcome to the Introduction to World War 2 History and Key Players Lesson Plan

This lesson plan is designed to introduce 14-year-old students to the complex and fascinating history of
World War 2, focusing on the key players, events, and consequences of the war.

The lesson plan is tailored to meet the needs of students with varying learning abilities, including
foundation, core, and extension learners.

Lesson Objectives

To understand the main causes of World War 2
To learn about the key players involved in World War 2, including Winston Churchill, Adolf Hitler, and
Joseph Stalin
To analyze the significant consequences of World War 2, including the loss of life, destruction of
cities, and impact on the global economy
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Section 1: Introduction (5 minutes)

Introduce the topic of World War 2 and ask students to share what they already know about the war.

Provide a brief overview of the lesson objectives and outcomes.

Distribute a graphic organizer to help students structure their thoughts and ideas.

Foundation:

Provide a simplified graphic organizer with key
terms and concepts.

Core:

Provide a detailed graphic organizer with space
for notes and questions.

Extension:

Provide a blank graphic organizer for students to
create their own.
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Section 2: Causes of World War 2 (8 minutes)

Provide a brief overview of the causes of World War 2, including the rise of Nazi Germany, the policy of
appeasement, and the invasion of Poland.

Use a multimedia resource, such as a video or audio clip, to illustrate the main events leading up to the war.

Ask students to consider the following question: "What were the main causes of World War 2?"

Foundation:

Provide a simplified explanation of the causes,
using visual aids and graphic organizers to
facilitate understanding.

Core:

Provide a detailed explanation of the causes,
using primary sources and secondary sources to
support arguments.

Extension:

Ask students to evaluate the relative importance
of each cause, using evidence to support their
claims.
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Section 3: Key Players (8 minutes)

Provide a brief overview of the key players involved in World War 2, including Winston Churchill, Adolf Hitler,
and Joseph Stalin.

Use a multimedia resource, such as a video or audio clip, to illustrate the roles and contributions of each
leader.

Ask students to consider the following question: "What were the roles and contributions of the key players
in World War 2?"

Foundation:

Provide a brief overview of each leader, using
images and videos to facilitate engagement.

Core:

Provide a detailed explanation of each leader,
using primary sources and secondary sources to
support arguments.

Extension:

Ask students to compare and contrast the
leadership styles of different leaders, using
evidence to support their claims.
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Section 4: Consequences of World War 2 (5 minutes)

Provide a brief overview of the significant consequences of World War 2, including the loss of life,
destruction of cities, and impact on the global economy.

Use a multimedia resource, such as a video or audio clip, to illustrate the consequences of the war.

Ask students to consider the following question: "What were the significant consequences of World War 2?"

Foundation:

Provide a simplified explanation of the
consequences, using visual aids and graphic
organizers to facilitate understanding.

Core:

Provide a detailed explanation of the
consequences, using primary sources and
secondary sources to support arguments.

Extension:

Ask students to evaluate the long-term effects of
the war, using evidence to support their claims.
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Conclusion (5 minutes)

Summarize the main points of the lesson, using a graphic organizer to review the key concepts and
objectives.

Ask students to reflect on what they have learned, using a class discussion to facilitate reflection and
analysis.

Provide opportunities for students to ask questions and seek clarification.

Foundation:

Provide a simplified summary of the main points,
using visual aids and graphic organizers to
facilitate understanding.

Core:

Provide a detailed summary of the main points,
using primary sources and secondary sources to
support arguments.

Extension:

Ask students to create a reflective journal or diary
entry, using evidence to support their claims.
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Assessment

Formative assessment: Ongoing assessment throughout the lesson, using graphic organizers, class
discussions, and multimedia resources to monitor student understanding.

Summative assessment: A written essay or presentation at the end of the lesson, assessing student
understanding of the causes, key players, and consequences of World War 2.

Extension Activities

Create a museum exhibit showcasing a specific aspect of World War 2, such as the Home Front or the
D-Day invasion.
Research and present on a specific key player, such as Winston Churchill or Adolf Hitler.
Evaluate the impact of World War 2 on contemporary global issues, such as conflict resolution and
international cooperation.
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Parent Engagement

Encourage parents to share their family's experiences and stories from World War 2.

Establish a book club for parents and students to read and discuss books related to World War 2.

Organize a museum visit or historical site tour, where parents and students can explore exhibits and
artifacts related to World War 2.

Safety Considerations

Establish a safe space for discussion, using ground rules and respectful language to facilitate engagement.

Be aware of students' backgrounds and experiences, providing support and resources as needed.

Use respectful language and imagery, avoiding disturbing or upsetting content.
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Reflection Questions

How effectively did the lesson engage students with different learning abilities?
To what extent did students demonstrate an understanding of the causes, key players, and
consequences of World War 2?
How can the lesson be adapted to incorporate more interactive and immersive elements, such as role-
playing, debates, or virtual field trips?

Next Steps

Lesson 2: The Home Front during World War 2
Lesson 3: The Role of Technology in World War 2
Lesson 4: The Legacy of World War 2
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Conclusion

By following this lesson plan, teachers can provide a comprehensive and engaging introduction to World
War 2 history and key players, catering to the needs of students with varying learning abilities.

The lesson plan includes mixed ability differentiation, assessment strategies, and extension activities to
promote deeper learning and understanding.


