
Nursery Rhymes and Storytelling: Developing Language
Skills in 4-Year-Olds

Introduction

Nursery rhymes and storytelling are essential components of early childhood education, providing a
foundation for language development, social skills, and a love for reading. This lesson plan is designed to
introduce 4-year-old children to the world of nursery rhymes and storytelling, with a focus on developing
their language skills and fostering a love for reading. The topic of nursery rhymes is chosen for its ability to
engage young children and help them develop phonological awareness, vocabulary, and comprehension
skills.
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Lesson Objectives

The learning objectives for this lesson are:

To develop language skills, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
To promote social skills, such as sharing, taking turns, and cooperating with others.
To foster a love for reading and learning.

By the end of this lesson, children will be able to recite simple nursery rhymes, identify and name basic story
characters, and demonstrate an understanding of basic story structures.
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Lesson Introduction

The lesson will begin with an introduction to the topic of nursery rhymes and storytelling, where the teacher
will read a popular nursery rhyme to the class and ask the children to join in. This will serve as a hook to
engage the students and get them excited about the lesson. The teacher will then introduce the key learning
objectives of the lesson and explain the importance of the topic.
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Teaching Script

The teaching script for this lesson will be divided into six key sections, each lasting approximately 5
minutes. The sections will include:

Introduction to nursery rhymes and storytelling
Developing language skills through picture cards and puppets
Promoting social skills through group activities
Fostering a love for reading through storytelling
Reciting nursery rhymes and identifying basic story structures
Conclusion and review



Nursery Rhymes and Storytelling: Developing Language
Skills in 4-Year-Olds

Guided Practice

The guided practice section of this lesson plan is designed to provide 4-year-old children with hands-on
experience and teacher-led activities that reinforce the learning objectives. The activities will include:

Nursery Rhyme Charades: The teacher will act out a nursery rhyme, and the children will have to guess
the rhyme.
Story Sequencing: The teacher will provide a set of picture cards depicting a story, and the children will
have to sequence the cards in the correct order.
Rhyming Bingo: The teacher will call out words that rhyme, and the children will have to mark the
corresponding pictures on their bingo cards.
Nursery Rhyme Scavenger Hunt: The teacher will hide pictures or objects related to nursery rhymes
around the classroom, and the children will have to find them.
Storytelling Puppets: The teacher will provide puppets and props, and the children will have to create
and act out their own stories.
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Independent Practice

The independent practice section of this lesson plan is designed to provide 4-year-old children with
opportunities to apply what they have learned through differentiated activities. The activities will include:

Nursery Rhyme Matching: The children will match pictures of nursery rhyme characters with their
corresponding names.
Story Sequencing Worksheet: The children will sequence a set of pictures depicting a story.
Create a Nursery Rhyme: The children will create and write their own nursery rhyme.
Nursery Rhyme Sorting: The children will sort pictures of nursery rhyme characters into categories.
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Assessment and Evaluation

The assessment and evaluation section of this lesson plan is designed to measure the children's
understanding of the learning objectives. The assessment strategies will include:

Observation: The teacher will observe the children during the lesson and note their participation and
engagement.
Questioning: The teacher will ask the children questions throughout the lesson to assess their
understanding.
Self-assessment: The children will reflect on their own learning and identify areas where they need
improvement.
Peer assessment: The children will provide feedback and guidance to their peers.



Nursery Rhymes and Storytelling: Developing Language
Skills in 4-Year-Olds

Conclusion

By following this lesson plan, teachers can provide a comprehensive and engaging learning experience for
4-year-old children, developing their language skills, promoting social skills, and fostering a love for reading
and learning.
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Teacher Reflection

What challenges did I anticipate, and how did I address them?

Which students needed extra support, and how did I provide it?

What would I change about the lesson, and why?
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Appendices

Additional resources and materials used in the lesson, such as picture cards, puppets, and worksheets.


