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Welcome to the world of medical terminology, where Latin plays a vital role in understanding medical
language. This worksheet is designed to help you learn and practice basic Latin terms, roots, and prefixes
used in medical terminology.

Latin has been the foundation of medical terminology for centuries, providing a universal language for
healthcare professionals to communicate accurately and efficiently. Understanding basic Latin terms,
roots, and prefixes is essential for healthcare professionals to decipher unfamiliar medical terms,
comprehend medical literature, and communicate effectively with colleagues.

Importance of Latin in Medical Language

Read the following text and answer the questions that follow:

Latin has been the foundation of medical terminology for centuries, providing a universal language for
healthcare professionals to communicate accurately and efficiently. Understanding basic Latin terms,
roots, and prefixes is essential for healthcare professionals to decipher unfamiliar medical terms,
comprehend medical literature, and communicate effectively with colleagues.

1. What is the main reason why Latin is important in medical language?

2. How does Latin help healthcare professionals communicate with each other?
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Section 1: Multiple Choice Questions

Choose the correct answer for each question:

1. What does the Latin prefix "hemo-" mean?
a) Blood
b) Bone
c) Muscle
d) Nerve

2. Which Latin root means "heart"?
a) Cardi-
b) Neuro-
c) Osteo-
d) Derm-

3. What is the Latin term for "disease"?
a) Morbus
b) Medicus
c) Sanitas
d) Therapia

4. What does the Latin suffix "-itis" mean?
a) Inflammation
b) Pain
c) Swelling
d) Fracture

5. Which Latin term means "patient"?
a) Patientia
b) Medicus
c) Sanitas
d) Therapia
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Section 2: Short Answer Questions

Answer each question in complete sentences:

1. Define the Latin term "diagnosis" and provide an example of its use in medical terminology.

2. Explain the importance of Latin in medical language, providing at least two examples of how Latin
roots and prefixes are used in medical terms.

3. Describe the meaning of the Latin prefix "hypo-" and provide two examples of medical terms that use
this prefix.

4. What is the Latin root for "kidney" and provide an example of a medical term that uses this root.

5. Define the Latin term "prognosis" and explain its significance in medical terminology.
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Section 3: Matching Questions

Match the Latin term with its correct meaning:

1. Cardi-
a) Lung
b) Heart
c) Liver
d) Kidney

2. Neuro-
a) Nerve
b) Bone
c) Muscle
d) Skin

3. Osteo-
a) Bone
b) Muscle
c) Nerve
d) Skin

4. Derm-
a) Skin
b) Hair
c) Nail
d) Eye

5. Gastro-
a) Stomach
b) Intestine
c) Liver
d) Pancreas
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Section 4: Activities

Complete the following activities:

1. Create a list of 5 medical terms that use Latin roots and prefixes. Define each term and explain its
meaning.

2. Use the Latin roots and prefixes learned in this worksheet to create 3 new medical terms. Define
each term and explain its meaning.

3. Research and write a short paragraph on the history of Latin in medical terminology. How has Latin
influenced medical language?
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Conclusion

Congratulations on completing this worksheet! You have taken the first step in understanding the basics of
Latin in medical terminology. Remember to practice and review the material regularly to become proficient in
using Latin roots and prefixes to decipher unfamiliar medical terms.

Latin has been the foundation of medical terminology for centuries, providing a universal language for
healthcare professionals to communicate accurately and efficiently. Understanding basic Latin terms,
roots, and prefixes is essential for healthcare professionals to decipher unfamiliar medical terms,
comprehend medical literature, and communicate effectively with colleagues.

Answer Key

Check your answers with the following answer key:

Section 1: Multiple Choice Questions

1. a) Blood
2. a) Cardi-
3. a) Morbus
4. a) Inflammation
5. a) Patientia

Section 2: Short Answer Questions

1. (Answers will vary depending on student responses)

Section 3: Matching Questions

1. b) Heart
2. a) Nerve
3. a) Bone
4. a) Skin
5. a) Stomach
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