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Introduction to Argumentative Writing

Read the following introduction and answer the questions that follow:

Welcome to this comprehensive guide on developing argumentative writing skills for 14-year-olds. This
guide is designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of writing a two-sided argumentative essay,
focusing on structure, vocabulary, and interactive learning strategies. By the end of this guide, students
will be able to understand the importance of considering multiple perspectives, organize their thoughts
effectively, and express their opinions in a clear and concise manner.

1. What is the purpose of this guide?
2. What skills will students develop by the end of this guide?

Understanding Argumentative Writing

Read the following text and answer the questions that follow:

Argumentative writing is a type of writing that presents a claim and supports it with evidence and
reasoning. It involves considering multiple perspectives, evaluating evidence, and addressing
counterarguments. In this guide, we will explore the key components of a two-sided argumentative essay,
including the introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion.

1. What is argumentative writing?
2. What are the key components of a two-sided argumentative essay?
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Key Components of a Two-Sided Argumentative Essay

Read the following text and answer the questions that follow:

1

2.

WN =

. Introduction: The introduction should provide background information on the topic, state the claim,

and preview the main points.
Body Paragraphs: The body paragraphs should present evidence and reasoning to support the claim,
address counterarguments, and use transitional phrases to connect ideas.

. Conclusion: The conclusion should summarize the main points, reiterate the claim, and leave the

reader with a lasting impression.

. What is the purpose of the introduction in a two-sided argumentative essay?
. What should be included in the body paragraphs of a two-sided argumentative essay?
. What is the purpose of the conclusion in a two-sided argumentative essay?

Vocabulary and Transitional Phrases

Read the following text and answer the questions that follow:

Using vocabulary and transitional phrases is essential in argumentative writing. Some common
transitional phrases include:

However

On the other hand
In addition
Nevertheless
Meanwhile

. Why are vocabulary and transitional phrases important in argumentative writing?
. Provide an example of a transitional phrase and how it can be used in a sentence.
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Activities and Questions

Complete the following activities and questions:

1. What is the purpose of a two-sided argumentative essay?
2. ldentify the key components of a two-sided argumentative essay.
3. Write a paragraph using transitional phrases to connect ideas.

4. Evaluate the following argument: "School uniforms restrict personal expression." What evidence and
reasoning can be used to support or refute this claim?

5. Write a counterargument paragraph addressing the opposing viewpoint.

Assessment

Complete the following assessment tasks:
1. Write a two-sided argumentative essay on a given topic.

2. Evaluate a peer's essay and provide feedback.
3. Participate in a class discussion on a current event or social issue.
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Conclusion

Read the following conclusion and answer the questions that follow:

In conclusion, developing argumentative writing skills is essential for 14-year-olds. By understanding the
key components of a two-sided argumentative essay, using vocabulary and transitional phrases, and
practicing writing and evaluating arguments, students can become effective argumentative writers.
Remember to consider multiple perspectives, evaluate evidence, and address counterarguments to
produce a well-structured and convincing argument.

1. What is the main idea of this conclusion?
2. What skills are essential for effective argumentative writing?

Extension Activities

Complete the following extension activities:

1. Research and write about a current event or social issue.
2. Create a persuasive poster or infographic on a topic of interest.
3. Participate in a debate or discussion on a controversial topic.
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Glossary

Define the following terms:

¢ Claim: A statement that asserts a position or opinion on a topic.

e Counterargument: A opposing viewpoint or argument that challenges the main claim.

¢ Evidence: Facts, statistics, or expert opinions used to support a claim.

¢ Transitional phrase: A word or phrase used to connect ideas between sentences or paragraphs.
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