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Introduction (5 minutes)

Read the introduction to the evolution of medieval and Renaissance architecture in Europe:

The evolution of medieval and Renaissance architecture in Europe is a fascinating topic that spans several
centuries. From the grand cathedrals of the Middle Ages to the ornate palaces of the Renaissance,
architecture played a significant role in reflecting the cultural, social, and economic values of the time.

Medieval Architecture (15 minutes)

Read about the key characteristics of medieval architecture:

Medieval architecture, which spanned from the 5th to the 15th century, was characterized by the use of
arches, vaults, and flying buttresses. The Romanesque style, which emerged in the 10th century, is marked
by the use of rounded arches, barrel vaults, and squat towers. The Gothic style, which emerged in the 12th
century, is characterized by the use of pointed arches, ribbed vaults, and soaring verticality.

¢ Use of arches, vaults, and flying buttresses

e Romanesque style: rounded arches, barrel vaults, and squat towers
¢ Gothic style: pointed arches, ribbed vaults, and soaring verticality
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Renaissance Architecture (15 minutes)

Read about the key characteristics of Renaissance architecture:

Renaissance architecture, which emerged in the 14th century, was characterized by a revival of classical
Greek and Roman styles. The use of classical orders, domes, and symmetrical facades became popular
during this period. The Renaissance saw a renewed interest in classical learning and culture, which had a
profound impact on architecture.

¢ Revival of classical Greek and Roman styles
¢ Use of classical orders, domes, and symmetrical facades
e Emphasis on proportion, balance, and harmony

Comparing Medieval and Renaissance Architecture (10 minutes)

Compare and contrast medieval and Renaissance architecture using the following chart:

Style Characteristics Purpose
Medieval Arches, vaults, flying buttresses Defensive, religious
Renaissance Classical orders, domes, symmetrical facades Grand, public
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Design a Medieval Castle (20 minutes)
Draw a medieval castle, incorporating key features such as towers, moats, and battlements:

[Space for drawing]

Renaissance Palace (20 minutes)
Design a Renaissance palace, using classical orders, domes, and symmetrical facades:

[Space for drawing]
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Compare and Contrast Essay (30 minutes)

Write a short essay comparing and contrasting medieval and Renaissance architecture:

Identify the Style (15 minutes)

Identify the architectural style of a given building, using key characteristics such as arches, vaults, and
classical orders:

Page of 7



Historical Context (20 minutes)

Write a short paragraph describing the historical context of medieval and Renaissance architecture:

Conclusion (10 minutes)

Summarize the key points of the evolution of medieval and Renaissance architecture in Europe:

The evolution of medieval and Renaissance architecture in Europe is a rich and complex topic that reflects
the cultural, social, and economic values of the time. By comparing and contrasting these two styles, we
can gain a deeper understanding of the historical context and the impact of architecture on society.
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Assessment (30 minutes)

Complete the following assessment tasks:

1. Completed activities and questions
2. Short essay comparing and contrasting medieval and Renaissance architecture
3. Design projects, such as a medieval castle or Renaissance palace
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