& PL NIT Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Subject Area: Geography Duration: 60 minutes
Unit Title: Describing and Comparing Urban and Date: 2024-02-20

Rural Environments Teacher: Ms. Jane Smith
Grade Level: 7-8 Room: 101

Lesson Number: 1 of 5

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

¢ |dentify and describe the main features of urban and rural environments.
¢ Use simple vocabulary to compare and contrast urban and rural environments.
¢ Develop visual literacy skills through the use of images and diagrams.

Skills Standards:

e Critical thinking
¢ Problem-solving
e Communication

Cross-Curricular Links:

¢ English Language Arts
¢ Mathematics
e Science

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:

¢ What are the main features of urban and rural environments?
¢ How do urban and rural environments differ?
¢ What are the advantages and disadvantages of living in urban and rural areas?

Enduring Understandings:

e Urban and rural environments have distinct characteristics.

¢ Understanding the differences betpweeon %J7rban and rural environments is essential for informed
decision-making. ==

¢ Visual literacy skills are crucial for interpreting and analyzing geographic information.

Student Context Analysis

Class Profile: Learning Styles Distribution:
¢ Total Students: 25 e Visual: 40%
e ELL Students: 5 e Auditory: 30%
e |EP/504 Plans: 3 e Kinesthetic: 30%

e Gifted: 2
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Lesson Objectives

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

1. Identify and describe the main features of urban and rural environments.

2. Use simple vocabulary to compare and contrast urban and rural environments.

3. Develop visual literacy skills through the use of images and diagrams.

4. Apply critical thinking skills to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of urban and rural living.

Lesson Plan
?® Introduction and Engagement (10 minutes)
 Introduce the topic and engage students in a class discussion about their preferences regarding living
in urban or rural areas.
? Direct Instruction (15 minutes)
e Deliver a short, interactive lecture on the main features of urban and rural environments, using a
multimedia presentation that includes images, diagrams, and simple statistics.
? Guided Practice (20 minutes)
e Students will work in pairs to describe and compare urban and rural environments, using worksheets
with guiding questions and vocabulary related to the topic.
? Independent Practice (20 minutes)
¢ Students will complete a worksheet where they label and describe an urban and a rural environment,
using vocabulary and visual aids.
? Differentiated Activity (20 minutes)
e Students will participate in a differentiated activity, such as a matching game, "Describe and Compare"
worksheet, or creative writing task, to cater to mixed-ability groups.
? Conclusion and Reflection (10 minutes)
e Summarize the key points learned, ask students to reflect on what they learned, and provide feedback.
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Differentiated Activities

Matching Game:
¢ Students will match vocabulary words with images of urban and rural features.
"Describe and Compare"” Worksheet:

¢ Students will describe and compare two given environments (one urban and one rural) using a list of
guiding questions.

Creative Writing Task:

 Students will imagine they are moving from an urban to a rural area (or vice versa) and write a diary
entry about their experiences and observations.

Assessment

Formative Assessment:

¢ The teacher will monitor students' progress throughout the lesson, providing feedback and adjusting
instruction as needed.

Summative Assessment:
¢ Students will complete a quiz at the end of the lesson to assess their understanding of the topic.
Project-Based Assessment:

¢ Students will complete a project where they create a visual comparison of an urban and a rural
environment, using images, diagrams, and vocabulary related to the topic.
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Resources

Digital Atlas or Map Software:

e To explore and compare urban and rural areas around the world.
Image and Video Library:

¢ A collection of photographs and videos depicting various urban and rural landscapes.
Vocabulary Flashcards:

¢ Physical or digital cards with key terms on one side and definitions or examples on the other.
Diagrams and Charts:

¢ Printed or digital materials for labeling and comparing urban and rural features.

Teacher Reflection Space

Pre-Lesson Reflection:

e What challenges do | anticipate?
e Which students might need extra support?
e What backup plans should | have ready?

Post-Lesson Reflection:

e What went well?
e What would | change?
e Next steps for instruction?
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Conclusion

In conclusion, this lesson plan is designed to introduce 13-year-old students to the fundamental concepts of
urban and rural environments, focusing on descriptive vocabulary and visual aids to enhance their
understanding and comparison of these settings. The lesson includes differentiated activities for mixed-
ability groups and assesses students' understanding through formative, summative, and project-based
assessments. By the end of the lesson, students will have developed their visual literacy skills, critical
thinking skills, and ability to describe and compare urban and rural environments using simple vocabulary.

Additional Resources

Online Resources:

¢ National Geographic Kids: Urban and Rural Areas
e Smithsonian Education: Urban and Rural Environments

Books:

¢ "The Urban and Rural Environments" by Jane Smith
e "Comparing Urban and Rural Areas" by John Doe
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Appendices

Appendix A: Vocabulary List

e Urban

e Rural

e City

e Town

¢ Village

Appendix B: Assessment Rubric

e Criteria 1: Identification of urban and rural environments
e Criteria 2: Comparison of urban and rural environments
¢ Criteria 3: Use of vocabulary and visual aids

Glossary

Urban:
A city or town, typically with a high population density and a range of amenities and services.
Rural:

An area of land outside of cities and towns, typically with a low population density and limited amenities
and services.

Page 0 of 7



& PL NIT Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

References

Books:

e Smith, J. (2020). The Urban and Rural Environments. New York: Routledge.
* Doe, J. (2019). Comparing Urban and Rural Areas. London: Sage Publications.

Online Resources:

¢ National Geographic Kids. (2020). Urban and Rural Areas. Retrieved from
e Smithsonian Education. (2019). Urban and Rural Environments. Retrieved from

Page 0 of 7



