
Introduction to the Ming Dynasty Homework Assignment

Student Name: _______________________

Class: _______________________

Due Date: _______________________

Introduction and Brief Overview

The Ming Dynasty, which ruled China from 1368 to 1644, was a period of significant cultural, economic, and
political transformation. This homework assignment is designed to support classroom learning objectives in
Social Studies for 9-year-old students, focusing on understanding the historical significance of the Ming
Dynasty, identifying key figures and events, and analyzing the cultural achievements of the era.

The Ming Dynasty was founded by Zhu Yuanzhang, a former Buddhist monk who led the Red Turban Rebellion
against the Mongol-led Yuan Dynasty. The Ming period is known for its stunning cultural achievements,
including the construction of the Forbidden City, the development of porcelain production, and the creation of
exquisite works of art.



Student Instructions and Objectives

To complete this assignment, follow these steps:

1. Read and Understand: Begin by reading the provided texts or online resources about the Ming Dynasty to
gain a basic understanding of its history and significance.

2. Note Taking: As you read, take notes on key figures, events, and cultural achievements. Organize your
notes into categories (e.g., political, cultural, economical).

3. Activity Selection: Choose two activities from the Main Activities section that interest you the most.
Ensure you have enough time to complete both activities within the 30-40 minute timeframe.

4. Execution: Complete your chosen activities. Make sure to follow the instructions carefully and allocate
your time wisely.

5. Reflection: After completing the activities, reflect on what you have learned. Think about how the Ming
Dynasty's achievements and challenges relate to your life or current events.

Main Activity 1 - Timeline Creation

Objective: To understand the chronological order of key events during the Ming Dynasty.

Instructions: Create a timeline of the Ming Dynasty, including at least 5 major events (e.g., the reign of Zhu
Yuanzhang, the construction of the Forbidden City, the maritime expeditions of Zheng He).

Tips: Use a long piece of paper or digital tool to create your timeline. Include images or symbols to make it more
engaging.



Main Activity 2 - Figure Portrait

Objective: To learn about and analyze the role of a significant figure from the Ming Dynasty.

Instructions: Choose a key figure from the Ming Dynasty (e.g., Zhu Yuanzhang, Zheng He, Xu Xiake). Research
their life, achievements, and challenges. Create a portrait of this figure, including a short biography and
illustrations that represent their accomplishments.

Tips: Use various materials like paint, markers, or digital drawing tools. Be creative and include quotes or fun
facts about your chosen figure.

Main Activity 3 - Cultural Achievement Report

Objective: To analyze and understand the cultural achievements of the Ming Dynasty.

Instructions: Select a cultural achievement of the Ming Dynasty (e.g., porcelain production, the development of
Confucianism, architectural advancements). Research and write a short report about its significance, how it was
achieved, and its impact on Chinese society and the world.

Tips: Use books, articles, or reliable online sources for your research. Organize your report with an introduction,
body, and conclusion. Include images or diagrams to support your points.



Extension Activities

For advanced learners or those who finish their chosen activities early:

1. Activity 4: Comparative Essay
Objective: To compare and contrast the Ming Dynasty with another historical dynasty or period.
Instructions: Choose another dynasty or historical period (e.g., the Qing Dynasty, Ancient Egypt).
Write an essay comparing and contrasting its political, cultural, and economic aspects with those of
the Ming Dynasty.
Tips: Use transitional words and phrases to link your ideas. Ensure you provide examples to support
your comparisons.

2. Activity 5: Creative Project
Objective: To creatively express understanding of the Ming Dynasty through art, drama, or music.
Instructions: Create a project that reflects the culture and achievements of the Ming Dynasty. This
could be a poem, a short skit, a drawing, or even a short musical composition inspired by the era.
Tips: Let your imagination guide you. Consider what aspects of the Ming Dynasty inspire you the
most and how you can convey that through your chosen medium.



Success Criteria and Reflection

Your homework will be considered complete and successful if:

You have completed two main activities thoroughly.
Your work demonstrates an understanding of the historical significance, key figures, and cultural
achievements of the Ming Dynasty.
Your submissions are neat, organized, and reflect effort and engagement.
You have included a short reflection on your learning experience.

Reflection Questions:

1. What did you learn about the Ming Dynasty that surprised you the most?
2. How do you think the Ming Dynasty's achievements and challenges relate to your life or current events?
3. What would you like to learn more about regarding the Ming Dynasty?



Parent/Guardian Notes

To support your child's learning:

Encourage Independence: Allow your child to work independently but be available for guidance.
Provide Resources: Ensure your child has access to necessary materials and digital tools.
Time Management: Help your child manage their time effectively to complete the assignment within the
given timeframe.
Interest and Engagement: Show interest in your child's work and ask questions about their learning
experience.
Assistance: Offer assistance when needed, especially with research or understanding complex concepts.



Additional Resources

List of recommended books, articles, and online resources for further learning about the Ming Dynasty:

Britannica - Ming Dynasty
History.com - Ming Dynasty
Khan Academy - Ming Dynasty

Examples of timelines, portraits, and reports to inspire and guide students:

Ming Dynasty Timeline
Ming Dynasty Portrait Examples
Ming Dynasty Report Example

https://www.britannica.com/place/Ming-dynasty
https://www.history.com/topics/china/ming-dynasty
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/medieval/ming-dynasty/v/ming-dynasty-overview
https://www.timetoast.com/timelines/ming-dynasty-timeline
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/5675431234567890/
https://www.example.com/ming-dynasty-report


Conclusion and Assessment

Summary of the key learning objectives and outcomes of the assignment:

Understand the historical significance of the Ming Dynasty.
Identify key figures and events of the Ming Dynasty.
Analyze the cultural achievements of the Ming Dynasty.

Assessment criteria and rubric for evaluating student work:

Completion of two main activities.
Demonstrated understanding of the Ming Dynasty's historical significance, key figures, and cultural
achievements.
Quality of work, including organization, effort, and engagement.
Short reflection on learning experience.

Space for teacher feedback and comments:



Advanced Concepts

As students delve deeper into the Ming Dynasty, they can explore more advanced concepts such as the
administrative reforms implemented by Zhu Yuanzhang, the impact of the Ming Dynasty on international trade,
and the significance of the Forbidden City as a symbol of imperial power. These topics can be explored through
in-depth readings, discussions, and analyses of primary sources.

Case Study: The Reign of Zhu Yuanzhang

Zhu Yuanzhang, also known as the Hongwu Emperor, was the founder of the Ming Dynasty. His reign marked
the beginning of a new era in Chinese history, characterized by significant administrative, economic, and cultural
reforms. Students can analyze the key policies and decisions made by Zhu Yuanzhang, such as the
establishment of the Forbidden City, the creation of a new imperial examination system, and the promotion of
Confucianism as the state ideology.



Critical Thinking Exercises

To develop critical thinking skills, students can engage in exercises that require them to analyze and evaluate
information, identify patterns and relationships, and make informed decisions. For example, they can be asked
to compare and contrast the Ming Dynasty with other historical dynasties, analyze the impact of the Ming
Dynasty on modern Chinese society, or evaluate the significance of the Ming Dynasty's cultural achievements.

Exercise: Comparative Analysis

Compare and contrast the Ming Dynasty with the Qing Dynasty, focusing on their political, economic, and
cultural differences. How did the two dynasties approach issues such as imperial administration, foreign trade,
and cultural development? What were the key similarities and differences between the two dynasties?



Research and Presentation

Students can conduct in-depth research on a specific aspect of the Ming Dynasty, such as its history, culture, or
significance. They can then present their findings in a variety of formats, including written reports, oral
presentations, or multimedia projects. This allows students to develop their research and communication skills,
as well as their ability to analyze and interpret complex information.

Research Topic: The Impact of the Ming Dynasty on Chinese Culture

Investigate the impact of the Ming Dynasty on Chinese culture, including its influence on art, literature,
philosophy, and religion. How did the Ming Dynasty's cultural achievements, such as the development of
porcelain production and the creation of the Forbidden City, reflect and shape Chinese cultural identity?



Collaborative Projects

Collaborative projects allow students to work together to achieve a common goal, developing their teamwork,
communication, and problem-solving skills. For example, students can work in groups to create a multimedia
presentation, a museum exhibit, or a historical reenactment of a significant event from the Ming Dynasty.

Project Idea: Creating a Ming Dynasty Museum Exhibit

Design and create a museum exhibit that showcases the history and culture of the Ming Dynasty. The exhibit
should include artifacts, images, and interactive displays that highlight the dynasty's significant achievements
and events. Students can work in groups to research, design, and build the exhibit, developing their critical
thinking, creativity, and collaboration skills.



Assessment and Evaluation

Assessment and evaluation are critical components of the learning process, allowing teachers to measure
student understanding and progress. A variety of assessment strategies can be used, including quizzes, tests,
projects, and presentations. Teachers can also use rubrics and feedback to evaluate student work and provide
guidance for improvement.

Assessment Strategy: Rubric-Based Evaluation

Develop a rubric that outlines the criteria and standards for evaluating student work, such as a research paper
or a presentation. The rubric should include categories such as content knowledge, organization, and
communication skills. Teachers can use the rubric to provide feedback and guidance to students, helping them
to improve their work and achieve their learning goals.



Conclusion and Reflection

In conclusion, the Ming Dynasty was a significant period in Chinese history, marked by major achievements in
politics, economy, culture, and society. Through a variety of learning activities, including critical thinking
exercises, research and presentation, collaborative projects, and assessment and evaluation, students can
develop a deep understanding of the Ming Dynasty and its lasting impact on Chinese history and culture.

Reflection Question

What are the most important lessons or insights that you have gained from studying the Ming Dynasty? How
can you apply these lessons to your own life or to contemporary issues and challenges?



Additional Resources

For further learning and exploration, students and teachers can consult a variety of additional resources,
including books, articles, websites, and multimedia materials. These resources can provide more in-depth
information, different perspectives, and new insights into the Ming Dynasty and its significance.

Resource List

Britannica - Ming Dynasty
History.com - Ming Dynasty
Khan Academy - Ming Dynasty

https://www.britannica.com/place/Ming-dynasty
https://www.history.com/topics/china/ming-dynasty
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/medieval/ming-dynasty/v/ming-dynasty-overview
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Final Thoughts

Congratulations on completing the Introduction to the Ming Dynasty homework assignment! We hope you
enjoyed learning about this fascinating period in Chinese history. Remember, history is all around us, and
understanding the past helps us build a better future.


