
Argumentative Essay Writing Assessment

Student Name: _______________________ Class: _______________________

Student ID: _______________________ Date: {{DATE}}

Assessment Details

Duration: 60 minutes Total Marks: 100

Topics Covered:

• Argumentative Essay Writing
• Analysis and Evaluation of Evidence
• Recognition and Addressing of Counterarguments
• Organization and Structure of an Argumentative Essay

Instructions to Students:

1. Read all questions carefully before attempting.
2. Show all working out - marks are awarded for method.
3. Calculator use is permitted except where stated otherwise.
4. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
5. If you need more space, use the additional pages at the end.
6. Time management is crucial - allocate approximately 1 minute per mark.
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Introduction to Argumentative Essay Writing

Argumentative essay writing is a crucial skill in English Language Arts, as it enables students to express their
opinions, support their claims with evidence, and persuade their audience. The components of an
argumentative essay include:

Clear Claim: A clear and concise statement of the writer's position on a topic.
Evidence: Facts, statistics, quotes, or studies that support the claim.
Acknowledgment of Counterarguments: Recognition of opposing views and addressing them in the
essay.
Convincing Conclusion: A summary of the main points and a final thought on the topic.

To write an effective argumentative essay, students must be able to analyze and evaluate evidence, recognize
and address counterarguments, and organize a clear and persuasive argument.
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Section A: Multiple Choice Questions [15 minutes]

Question 1 [2 marks]

What is the primary purpose of an argumentative essay?

A) To narrate a story B) To describe a process

C) To persuade the audience D) To summarize a text

Question 2 [2 marks]

Which of the following is a characteristic of a clear claim?

A) It is vague and open-ended B) It is concise and specific

C) It is based on opinion only D) It is unsupported by evidence
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Section B: Short Answer Questions [30 minutes]

Question 3 [10 marks]

Define and explain the concept of an argumentative essay, including its components and purpose.

Question 4 [15 marks]

Analyze a given piece of evidence (e.g., a statistic, quote, or study) and explain how it could be used to
support a claim in an argumentative essay.
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Section C: Essay Question [30 minutes]

Question 5 [30 marks]

Write a well-structured argumentative essay on the following topic: "Should schools prioritize STEM
education over arts and humanities?" Support your claim with at least two pieces of evidence and address
a potential counterargument.
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Additional Space for Answers

Page 0 | Argumentative Essay Writing AssessmentPage 0 | Argumentative Essay Writing AssessmentPage 0 | Argumentative Essay Writing AssessmentPage 0 | Argumentative Essay Writing Assessment



Advanced Concepts in Argumentative Essay Writing

As students progress in their understanding of argumentative essay writing, they should be introduced to more advanced concepts
that can enhance their writing skills. One such concept is the use of rhetorical devices, such as metaphors, similes, and allusions, to
add depth and complexity to their arguments. Another important concept is the ability to recognize and address potential
counterarguments, which can strengthen their position and make their essay more persuasive.

Example of Rhetorical Devices in Argumentative Essay Writing

For instance, a student writing an argumentative essay on the importance of recycling could use a metaphor to compare the Earth to
a fragile glass vase, emphasizing the need for careful handling and protection. This use of rhetorical devices can make the argument
more engaging and memorable for the reader.

Case Study: Analyzing a Successful Argumentative Essay

A successful argumentative essay on the topic of climate change could include a clear claim, such as "Climate change is one of the
most pressing issues of our time, and immediate action is necessary to mitigate its effects." The essay could then provide evidence
from scientific studies and expert opinions to support this claim, as well as address potential counterarguments, such as the
economic costs of transitioning to renewable energy sources. By analyzing such an essay, students can learn how to effectively use
evidence and counterarguments to build a strong argument.

Strategies for Teaching Argumentative Essay Writing

Teachers can use various strategies to teach argumentative essay writing, including modeling, guided practice, and independent
practice. Modeling involves providing students with examples of well-written argumentative essays and walking them through the
process of analyzing and evaluating the arguments presented. Guided practice involves providing students with prompts and guiding
them through the process of writing their own argumentative essays. Independent practice involves allowing students to choose their
own topics and write their own argumentative essays with minimal guidance.

Example of Modeling Argumentative Essay Writing

For example, a teacher could provide students with a sample argumentative essay on the topic of standardized testing and ask them
to identify the claim, evidence, and counterarguments presented in the essay. The teacher could then guide the students in analyzing
and evaluating the argument, discussing the strengths and weaknesses of the essay and how it could be improved.

Case Study: Implementing a Writing Workshop

A writing workshop is a collaborative and supportive environment where students can share their writing and receive feedback from
their peers. In a writing workshop focused on argumentative essay writing, students could share their essays and receive feedback on
their use of evidence, counterarguments, and rhetorical devices. The teacher could also provide guidance and support, offering
suggestions for improvement and encouraging students to revise and edit their work.

Assessment and Evaluation of Argumentative Essay Writing

Assessing and evaluating argumentative essay writing can be a challenging task, as it requires evaluating not only the content of the
essay but also the student's ability to argue persuasively and use evidence effectively. Teachers can use rubrics to assess the
student's claim, evidence, counterarguments, and use of rhetorical devices, as well as their ability to organize and express their ideas
clearly and effectively.

Example of a Rubric for Assessing Argumentative Essay Writing
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A rubric for assessing argumentative essay writing could include criteria such as the clarity and persuasiveness of the claim, the
effectiveness of the evidence and counterarguments, and the use of rhetorical devices to enhance the argument. The rubric could
also include criteria for organization, style, and conventions, such as grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Case Study: Using Peer Review to Evaluate Argumentative Essays

Peer review is a valuable tool for evaluating argumentative essays, as it allows students to receive feedback from their peers and
learn from one another. In a peer review workshop, students could exchange their essays and provide feedback on each other's use of
evidence, counterarguments, and rhetorical devices. The teacher could also provide guidance and support, offering suggestions for
improvement and encouraging students to revise and edit their work.

Conclusion and Future Directions

In conclusion, teaching argumentative essay writing is a complex and challenging task that requires careful planning, instruction, and
assessment. By using strategies such as modeling, guided practice, and independent practice, teachers can help students develop
the skills they need to write effective argumentative essays. Additionally, by using rubrics and peer review to assess and evaluate
student writing, teachers can provide feedback and guidance that will help students improve their writing over time.

Example of a Final Project for an Argumentative Essay Writing Course

A final project for an argumentative essay writing course could involve asking students to write a comprehensive argumentative
essay on a topic of their choice, using all of the skills and strategies they have learned throughout the course. The essay could be
accompanied by a reflective essay, in which the student discusses their writing process and what they learned about argumentative
essay writing.

Case Study: Implementing a School-Wide Argumentative Essay Writing Program

A school-wide argumentative essay writing program could involve providing professional development for teachers, as well as
resources and support for students. The program could include a writing workshop series, in which students could share their writing
and receive feedback from their peers. The program could also include a final project, in which students would write a comprehensive
argumentative essay on a topic of their choice.

Appendix: Additional Resources for Teaching Argumentative Essay Writing

There are many resources available for teaching argumentative essay writing, including books, articles, and online resources. Some
recommended resources include "The Argumentative Essay" by John D. Gallagher, "Teaching Argumentative Writing" by George
Hillocks, and the online resource "Argumentative Essay Writing" by the National Council of Teachers of English.

Example of a Book on Teaching Argumentative Essay Writing

"The Argumentative Essay" by John D. Gallagher is a comprehensive guide to teaching argumentative essay writing, including
strategies for instruction, assessment, and evaluation. The book provides examples of successful argumentative essays, as well as
guidance on how to teach students to write effective arguments.

Case Study: Using Online Resources to Teach Argumentative Essay Writing

Online resources, such as the National Council of Teachers of English website, can provide teachers with a wealth of information and
resources for teaching argumentative essay writing. The website includes articles, videos, and lesson plans, as well as a forum for
teachers to share their experiences and ask questions.

Glossary of Terms
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A glossary of terms can be a useful resource for students and teachers, providing definitions and explanations of key terms related to
argumentative essay writing. Some key terms include "claim," "evidence," "counterargument," and "rhetorical device."

Example of a Glossary Entry

Claim: A statement that asserts a position or opinion on a topic, often serving as the central argument of an essay. For example,
"Climate change is one of the most pressing issues of our time, and immediate action is necessary to mitigate its effects."

Case Study: Creating a Class Glossary

A class glossary can be a collaborative project, in which students work together to define and explain key terms related to
argumentative essay writing. The glossary can be created online or in a notebook, and can serve as a reference for students
throughout the course.

References

References can provide additional information and support for the concepts and strategies presented in this guide. Some
recommended references include "The Argumentative Essay" by John D. Gallagher, "Teaching Argumentative Writing" by George
Hillocks, and the online resource "Argumentative Essay Writing" by the National Council of Teachers of English.

Example of a Reference Entry

Gallagher, J. D. (2018). The argumentative essay. New York: Routledge.

Case Study: Using References to Support Instruction

References can provide teachers with additional support and guidance for instruction, including strategies for teaching argumentative
essay writing and examples of successful argumentative essays. By using references, teachers can provide students with a more
comprehensive and well-supported education in argumentative essay writing.
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