
Things Fall Apart: Characterisation and Analysis

Introduction to Things Fall Apart

Read the following introduction to the novel and answer the questions that follow:

Things Fall Apart, written by Chinua Achebe, is a novel that explores the complexities of Igbo culture and
the impact of colonialism on traditional societies. The novel tells the story of Okonkwo, a strong and proud
Igbo man, and his struggles with the changing values and traditions of his community.

1. What is the main theme of the novel Things Fall Apart?
2. Who is the protagonist of the novel?
3. What is the significance of the title Things Fall Apart?

Multiple Choice Questions

Choose the correct answer for each question:

1. Who is the author of the novel Things Fall Apart?
A) Chinua Achebe
B) Wole Soyinka
C) Ngugi wa Thiong'o
D) Ben Okri

2. What is the name of Okonkwo's village?
A) Umuofia
B) Iguedo
C) Abame
D) Mbanta

3. What is the significance of the egwugwu ceremony in the novel?
A) It is a celebration of the harvest season
B) It is a ritual to honor the ancestors
C) It is a ceremony to settle disputes
D) It is a festival to promote unity among the villages
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Short Answer Questions

Answer each question in 1-2 paragraphs:

1. Describe Okonkwo's relationship with his father, Unoka. How does this relationship influence
Okonkwo's character development?

2. Analyze the character of Ekwefi. What motivates her actions, and how does she contribute to the
novel's themes?

3. Discuss the significance of the character of Ikemefuna. How does his presence affect Okonkwo's
character, and what message does his story convey?

4. Examine the role of cultural and societal context in shaping the character of Nwoye. How does his
journey reflect the tensions between tradition and change?

Essay Questions

Choose one of the following essay questions and answer it in 2-3 pages:

1. Evaluate the impact of Okonkwo's characterisation on the novel's themes. How does his character
influence the exploration of cultural identity, masculinity, and the consequences of colonialism?

2. Discuss the significance of the novel's title, Things Fall Apart. How does the title relate to the
characterisation of Okonkwo, and what message does it convey about the human condition?
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Character Analysis

Answer the following questions to analyze the characters in the novel:

1. What are Okonkwo's strengths and weaknesses? How do these traits influence his relationships with
other characters?

2. How does Ekwefi's character contribute to the novel's themes of cultural identity and tradition?
3. What role does Ikemefuna play in the novel? How does his presence affect Okonkwo's character

development?

Plot Summary

Summarize the plot of the novel in 1-2 pages:

Things Fall Apart tells the story of Okonkwo, a strong and proud Igbo man, and his struggles with the
changing values and traditions of his community. The novel explores the complexities of Igbo culture and
the impact of colonialism on traditional societies.
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Cultural and Societal Context

Answer the following questions to analyze the cultural and societal context of the novel:

1. What are the cultural and societal expectations of the Igbo community? How do these expectations
influence the characterisation of Okonkwo?

2. How does the novel portray the impact of colonialism on the Igbo community? What message does
this convey about the human condition?

3. What role does tradition play in the novel? How does it relate to the characterisation of Okonkwo and
the novel's themes?

Themes

Answer the following questions to analyze the themes of the novel:

1. What are the major themes of the novel? How do these themes relate to the characterisation of
Okonkwo?

2. How does the novel explore the theme of cultural identity? What message does this convey about
the human condition?

3. What role does the theme of colonialism play in the novel? How does it relate to the characterisation
of Okonkwo and the novel's plot?
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Essay Writing Tips

Follow these tips to write a well-structured essay response:

1. How to structure an essay introduction, body, and conclusion
2. How to use textual evidence to support arguments and analyses
3. How to address the marking criteria and achieve high marks

Marking Guide

Use the following marking guide to assess your essay response:

1. Content (4 marks): Depth and accuracy of knowledge, analysis, and interpretation
2. Organisation and Coherence (1.5 marks): Clarity, logical structure, and effective use of transitions
3. Language and Conventions (1 mark): Grammar, spelling, punctuation, and vocabulary
4. Use of Textual Evidence (1 mark): Effective integration of quotes, references, and examples
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Character Analysis: Okonkwo

Okonkwo is the protagonist of the novel, and his character is complex and multifaceted. He is a strong and proud Igbo man who
values traditional masculinity and cultural identity. However, his character is also flawed, and he struggles with his own emotions and
relationships.

Okonkwo's Strengths and Weaknesses

Analyze Okonkwo's character and identify his strengths and weaknesses:

1. What are Okonkwo's strengths? How do these traits influence his relationships with other characters?
2. What are Okonkwo's weaknesses? How do these traits affect his character development and the plot of the novel?

Case Study: Okonkwo's Relationship with Ikemefuna

Okonkwo's relationship with Ikemefuna is a significant aspect of the novel. Ikemefuna is a young boy who is given to Okonkwo as a
ward, and Okonkwo becomes a father figure to him. However, Okonkwo's relationship with Ikemefuna is also complex and ultimately
tragic.

Themes: Cultural Identity and Colonialism

The novel explores several themes, including cultural identity and colonialism. The Igbo culture is portrayed as rich and complex, with
its own traditions and values. However, the novel also shows how colonialism disrupts and destroys traditional cultures.

The Impact of Colonialism

Analyze the impact of colonialism on the Igbo culture and community:

1. How does colonialism affect the Igbo culture and traditions?
2. What are the consequences of colonialism for the Igbo community?

Reflection: Cultural Identity and Belonging

Reflect on the importance of cultural identity and belonging in the novel. How do the characters' experiences relate to your own
experiences and understanding of cultural identity?

Symbolism and Imagery

The novel uses symbolism and imagery to convey themes and ideas. The title, "Things Fall Apart," is a symbol of the disintegration of
the Igbo culture and community.

Symbolism in the Novel

Identify and analyze the symbolism in the novel:
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1. What symbols are used in the novel? What do they represent?
2. How does the author use imagery to convey themes and ideas?

Case Study: The Symbolism of the Forest

The forest is a symbol of the unknown and the spiritual. It is also a place of refuge and escape for the characters. Analyze the
symbolism of the forest in the novel.

Historical Context

The novel is set in the late 19th century, during the period of British colonialism in Nigeria. The historical context is significant to the
novel, as it provides the background for the events and themes.

The Impact of British Colonialism

Research and analyze the impact of British colonialism on Nigeria and the Igbo culture:

1. What were the effects of British colonialism on the Igbo culture and community?
2. How did the British colonial administration impact the economy and politics of Nigeria?

Reflection: The Legacy of Colonialism

Reflect on the legacy of colonialism in Nigeria and the Igbo culture. How do the historical events and themes in the novel relate to
contemporary issues and concerns?

Literary Devices

The novel uses several literary devices, including foreshadowing, imagery, and symbolism. These devices help to convey themes and
ideas, and add depth and complexity to the novel.

Literary Devices in the Novel

Identify and analyze the literary devices used in the novel:

1. What literary devices are used in the novel? What effect do they have on the reader?
2. How does the author use foreshadowing to create tension and suspense?

Case Study: The Use of Imagery
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The novel uses vivid and powerful imagery to convey themes and ideas. Analyze the use of imagery in the novel, and how it
contributes to the overall effect of the text.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the novel "Things Fall Apart" is a rich and complex text that explores themes of cultural identity, colonialism, and
tradition. The characters and events are deeply rooted in the historical context, and the literary devices used add depth and
complexity to the novel.

Final Thoughts

Reflect on your learning and understanding of the novel:

1. What are your final thoughts on the novel and its themes?
2. How has your understanding of the novel and its context deepened throughout this study?

Reflection: The Significance of the Novel

Reflect on the significance of the novel and its continued relevance today. How does the novel contribute to our understanding of
cultural identity, colonialism, and tradition?
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Cultural and Societal Context
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